Best CSD Leipzig 2026 Guide: Dates, Highlights and How to Join the Demo
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Catch the colour: organisers expect about 20,000 people for Leipzig’s Christopher Street Day 2026, with a week of films, workshops and talks building up to the big demo and street festival on 18 July , here’s what to know, where to be and how to take part safely.
Essential Takeaways
When: Main demonstration on 18 July, rally at Augustusplatz from 11.30am, march from 1pm and street festival from 4pm to 8pm. 
Attendance: Around 20,000 people expected; Prideball afterparty starts 9pm at Täubchenthal (entry €18). 
Who: Hape Kerkeling is an official ambassador (sending support but not riding the float); activist Luna Möbius will attend in person. 
What to bring: Flags and signs encouraged; organisers ask that participants leave pets at home. 
Access: Several events during CSD week are free; some workshops or screenings may require prior sign-up.
What’s happening and why it matters
Leipzig’s CSD week runs from 10–18 July and builds from a flag-raising at the Neues Rathaus into a full day of protest, performance and party. The theme this year , roughly translated as “No rest, no going back , queer rights step by step” , frames the march as both celebration and political pressure. You’ll notice a mix of emotional speeches, upbeat music and practical community sessions, so it’s as much about solidarity as it is about fun.
The demo route, timetable and practical tips
The demonstration begins with a rally at the opera on Augustusplatz at 11.30am and the procession will set off at 1pm, returning to Augustusplatz later in the afternoon. The precise route will be published shortly before the event; organisers ask people to arrive early for bag checks and to stay hydrated , July can be hot. If you’re bringing signs, use lightweight materials; keep noise-making devices respectful of neighbours and any nearby hospitals or care homes.
Who’s speaking, performing and streaming
The street festival from 4pm features local and touring acts including indie-pop band Power Plush, drag artist Mister Butch Jay and pop musician Sibb. Speeches and performances will be livestreamed, so if you can’t be there in person you can still watch the rally and stage programme online. Hape Kerkeling is an ambassador who publicly supports the event but won’t appear on the float; Luna Möbius, the campaigner and author, will be at the march.
Week-long programme: workshops, films and community events
Across the CSD week you’ll find everything from self-defence for FLINTA* people to discussions on queer funding and audiowalks about queer grief. Many events are free and some need registration , for instance, anonymous STI testing or the sex-work workshop require sign-up. These smaller gatherings are useful if you want meaningful conversation away from the festival buzz, or practical services like testing and legal information.
Safety, accessibility and community guidelines
City officials report no counter-demonstrations planned for the main day, which helps the atmosphere feel safer; organisers still recommend following marshal instructions and keeping personal belongings secure. Accessibility varies by venue , check with event organisers about ramps, hearing support or calm spaces if you need them. And remember: pets are asked to stay home, while banners and flags are very welcome.
Closing line Bring your colours, your voice and a sensible pair of shoes , Leipzig’s CSD is a week of community, cause and celebration worth joining in.
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