Latest: Indonesia Lists “Spread of LGBTQ Culture” as Nonmilitary Threat in National Defence Policy
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Shoppers for rights and critics alike have watched in alarm as Indonesia’s president officially labels the “spread of LGBTQ culture” a nonmilitary threat, an ideological and cultural entry in Presidential Regulation No. 111/2025 that signals government concern over social change and has real consequences for civil liberties and everyday life.
Essential Takeaways
Official classification: Presidential Regulation No. 111/2025 places the “spread of LGBTQ culture” under nonmilitary threats to national resilience.
Broader context: The nonmilitary category groups social issues such as radicalism, separatism, online gambling and drug abuse with the LGBTQ designation.
Legal landscape: Indonesia’s recent Criminal Code and related provisions already include clauses that restrict same-sex acts in specific circumstances and could intersect with this policy.
Social impact: Rights groups and citizens warn this framing may increase stigma, discrimination and surveillance of LGBTQ people, while officials say it’s about protecting “traditional values.”
Practical consequence: The regulation provides a policy rationale that can justify educational, cultural and administrative responses at local and national levels.
Why this matters: a culture question placed in the defence toolbox
The strongest shock is how a cultural matter has been folded into a national defence policy, with a tangible, slightly sour feel to it: culture treated like a vulnerability. According to multiple local reports, Presidential Regulation No. 111/2025 explicitly lists the spread of LGBTQ culture among nonmilitary threats to Indonesia’s resilience. That shifts what might once have been framed as a social debate into a matter of state security planning, and it matters because defence frameworks carry resources, bureaucratic reach and moral weight.
Observers say this doesn’t immediately change criminal law, but it does create official justification for extra attention from state bodies. For people who already face hostility, the designation risks increasing scrutiny in schools, workplaces and local administrations. If you’re trying to follow the ripple effects, watch for new guidance, public campaigns or funding streams aimed at “countering” cultural shifts.
The regulation in context: how nonmilitary threats are defined
Perpres 111 sets out military, nonmilitary and hybrid threats for 2025–2029, grouping ideological and social issues in the nonmilitary box alongside problems like radicalism and online fraud. Indonesian reporting frames this as part of a broader effort to protect what officials call national resilience and traditional values. That phrase is blunt and political, and it’s being used to explain why culture can be a vulnerability.
This isn’t happening in a legal vacuum. Indonesia’s recent penal-code reforms and other legal provisions already put limits on some same-sex conduct, particularly where minors or coercion are involved. So while the regulation is a policy-level move, it synchronises with an evolving legislative and social trend that rights advocates find worrying.
What rights groups and citizens are saying
Reaction has been immediate and sharp in parts of Indonesia and abroad. Human-rights organisations argue that labelling LGBTQ culture a threat feeds discrimination and could legitimise exclusionary policies. Local media coverage captures a mixture of anxiety and anger from activists, who point out that such framing increases social stigma and could make everyday life harder for LGBTQ people.
Meanwhile, supporters of the regulation say it protects social cohesion and traditional values. That tension is likely to play out in schools, religious institutions and municipal offices, where decisions about curricula, community programmes and public messaging are made. Expect debates to intensify in provinces with active local politics and conservative social mores.
Practical effects to watch for, education, policing and public services
In practice, the regulation gives officials a policy basis to act. That could mean anything from more conservative school policies about gender and sexuality education, to local campaigns discouraging LGBTQ visibility, to administrative checks on NGOs and online content. It may also influence how police and social services prioritise complaints and investigations.
If you’re concerned or involved, a few things to monitor: new departmental regulations that implement the Perpres, municipal-level instructions, public education materials, and any shifts in NGO registration or funding. Knowing where and when changes are proposed gives citizens and advocacy groups the chance to respond quickly, whether through public comment, legal challenge or community support efforts.
What it means going forward: a tense cultural crossroads
This policy move feels like a crossroads: a government signalling cultural conservatism through a security lens, and a society grappling with plural views of identity and rights. According to local reporting, the regulation is effective as policy direction for 2025–2029, so expect the debate to be sustained rather than fleeting. For LGBTQ people and allies, the near term looks like a period of heightened vigilance; for policymakers, the challenge is balancing perceived cultural cohesion with the rights and dignity of citizens.
It’s a development worth watching closely, because how a country defines its threats says a lot about what it values and fears.
It's a small change in wording that may have big effects, keep an eye on local rules and community responses.
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