Best Ways Stockport Is Saying No to Homophobia — and Why It Matters Locally
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Shoppers and residents are noticing a sharper tone: Stockport councillors and Pride organisers are pushing back after a councillor’s family revealed repeated homophobic attacks, arguing the town must send a clear, practical message that LGBTQ+ people are safe and welcome.
Essential Takeaways
Personal cost: A Stockport councillor has described physical assaults and verbal abuse aimed at him and his family, including broken bones and being told to "go to hell". 
Council response: Stockport Council passed a motion supporting LGBTQ+ residents and calling for concrete protections and publicity of support. 
Community concern: Stockport Pride and local groups report rising online abuse and people avoiding public displays of affection or facilities because they fear harassment. 
Local action: Businesses and councils are being invited to back Pride events and community initiatives that make safe, visible spaces. 
Practical impact: Support from local authorities can encourage reporting of hate incidents and reassure residents they won’t be sidelined.
Why a council motion matters , more than words this time
The motion debated and endorsed at Stockport Council is a public, visible stance that says the borough won’t tolerate targeted hostility. That matters because support from local government changes the conversation , it’s not just private outrage anymore, it’s a policy-level signal. Stockport Pride leaders have described a worrying increase in polarised debate, and having the council on record helps people feel less isolated and more likely to come forward. For anyone who’s ever felt too anxious to hold hands in public, that kind of backing can be quietly liberating.
The human story driving the debate
Councillor Jamie Hirst’s testimony , about physical assaults and sustained verbal abuse , brought home how real this problem still is. He’s now a grandad and grateful for progress such as marriage equality, but he warned that recent months have seen a resurgence in hostile rhetoric. Those personal details shift the issue from abstract rights to the day-to-day safety and dignity of families, and remind us why safeguards and visibility aren’t optional extras.
How local groups are responding , Pride, stalls and community outreach
Stockport Pride and other local organisations are already active, running events, stalls and fundraisers to build community resilience and visibility. They regularly report abusive comments beneath their posts and say residents sometimes avoid public toilets or holding hands to stay safe. Inviting businesses to support Pride and marshalled events gives people physical, friendly places to gather that signal welcome , and it helps normalise being out in public without fear.
Where politics and community intersect , debate, dissent and support
The council chamber wasn’t unanimous. Some councillors praised the motion while others raised concerns about wording or scope, arguing the aim should be to combat all forms of intimidation. That tension is worth noting: robust debate keeps policies stronger when it focuses on practical protections rather than politics. Meanwhile, the clear majority backing shows a political appetite to protect minority residents, and that can push local partners , shops, venues, schools , to act too.
Practical steps for residents and businesses
If you’re a resident worried about safety, keep a record of incidents and report hate crimes , council support can make that less daunting. Businesses can sign up to back Pride events, offer safe spaces, and display visible signs of welcome; these small gestures often have an outsized calming effect. For parents and families, model inclusion at home and in community spaces; children learn quickly from what adults normalise.
It’s a small change that can make every walk down a High Street a bit easier.
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