Best Virtual Talks on Local Queer History: Cincinnati Before Stonewall
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Shoppers of stories are tuning in as historian Jacob Hogue brings Cincinnati’s hidden LGBTQ+ past to life in a free NKY History Hour talk, showing who, where and how community survived from the 1800s up to 1969 , and why that history still matters to families and neighbourhoods today.
Essential Takeaways
Free virtual event: the NKY History Hour presentation streams live on Zoom and Behringer-Crawford Museum’s Facebook page; registration is required. 
Wide historical sweep: Hogue traces queer life in Cincinnati from early 19th-century newspapers through to the eve of Stonewall. 
Unexpected figures: Civil War soldiers, vaudeville performers and business owners appear in the research, offering human, surprising stories. 
Places that mattered: bars, brothels and informal gathering spots provided social life and safety in an era of secrecy. 
Local access: the talk is part of BCM’s regular series; past episodes and donations info are on the museum website.
Why this virtual talk feels timely and intimate
Jacob Hogue’s presentation lands like a neighbourhood yarn, full of small details that make history human again. You’ll hear about the soft textures of social life , the hush of back-room conversations, the warm bustle of a barroom , and how those spaces mattered for people who had few options. According to Behringer-Crawford Museum listings, NKY History Hour is a virtual-only series, which means anyone with an internet connection can tune in and feel part of that conversation.
How a historian digs up lives that were meant to be hidden
Hogue’s work leans on years of combing 19th- and 20th-century newspapers and public records, and that research shows up in unexpected places: military rosters, theatre bills and old police blotters. Those fragments let him stitch together lives that traditional histories ignored. Local coverage and recent articles note that Hogue has published in regional journals and runs Queen City Queer History Tours, so his storytelling mixes archival rigour with neighbourhood knowledge.
People you'll meet , soldiers, performers and entrepreneurs
Expect characters, not statistics. Hogue introduces Civil War soldiers who lived queer lives, vaudeville performers who blurred gender on stage, and small-business owners who quietly supported friends and patrons. CityBeat and other local write-ups highlight how these profiles change the way we picture the Queen City’s past , less monochrome, more lived-in. If you like biographies with a social-beat twist, this is the kind of history that sticks.
Why places like bars and brothels mattered more than we assume
Bars, brothels and private gatherings provided cover, companionship and commerce for LGBTQ+ people long before legal protections existed. Hogue’s talk explores these venues as community infrastructure, not merely vice spots. That shift in thinking matters: it helps today’s readers understand how social networks formed and why preserving those stories changes who gets to be remembered in local timelines.
How to watch, what to prepare, and why to bring a friend
The event is free but you need to register on Zoom through the museum’s NKY History Hour page; the talk will also stream live to BCM’s Facebook page. Bring a notebook if you like details, or invite someone who remembers the places being discussed , oral history often adds texture to archival finds. Membership and donations to Behringer-Crawford Museum support future talks, so if this one resonates, consider pitching in.
It’s a small change to your evening that can make the city’s past feel much closer.
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