Best Conversation Starters About Being Gay and the 'Japa' Myth
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Shoppers of opinion and online voyagers are talking: a Nigerian man in the UK says he was born gay and everyone in his village knew, pushing back against claims that leaving Nigeria , the "Japa" move , made him gay. It matters because the story stirs questions about identity, migration, and how communities narrate sexuality.
Essential Takeaways
Born or made? A man in the UK insists his sexuality predates relocation and that people in his hometown always knew.
Viral reaction: The video sparked a broad mix of responses, from supportive to dismissive and deeply critical.
Common narrative: Claims that migration causes someone to become gay echo a frequent sceptical chorus around LGBT asylum and identity cases.
Public figures and precedent: High-profile Nigerians and court cases have long shaped how sexual identity is discussed in and outside Nigeria.
Practical note: Conversation around identity affects real lives , from family relationships to asylum applications and personal safety.
A simple declaration that blew up online
The clip is plain and personal: an Igbo man in the UK telling viewers he was not "made" gay by life abroad, but born that way, and that his village already knew. The line lands with a calm, matter-of-fact tone , which helps explain why reactions escalated so quickly. Social feeds filled with mockery, curiosity and condemnation, and the man’s insistence cut through the noise, prompting people to ask whether identity can ever be separated from migration stories.
Why the "Japa-made-me-gay" idea keeps coming up
There’s a familiar script at work: when someone leaves Nigeria for the West, some relatives or commentators assume the environment changed them. That suspicion isn't new , it echoes debates in courts and public life where claimants must show consistent identity to win asylum, and where queer public figures have faced scrutiny. According to accounts from legal and advocacy reporting, proving sexual orientation in migration contexts is often fraught and contested, which fuels online scepticism and rumours.
Public reactions reveal cultural tug-of-war
Responses in the comments ranged from empathy and pragmatic acceptance to homophobic dismissal and jokes. Some accused the man of using his sexuality to survive abroad, while others asked genuine, baffled questions about being born gay. These split reactions map onto broader social tensions in Nigeria about masculinity, religion and family honour, as well as the gendered expectations that still shape online responses to queer people.
What history and public figures tell us
High‑profile Nigerians who’ve lived openly abroad , activists, asylum seekers, entertainers , have long influenced the conversation. Their stories show how visibility can be weaponised or celebrated, depending on the audience. Cases reported in legal and human rights coverage demonstrate that migration doesn’t erase questions about authenticity; instead, it often amplifies them. That history makes it easier to understand why a short personal video can ripple into a national discussion.
How to talk about this without making it worse
If you want to discuss a clip like this constructively, start with humility. Ask how someone describes their own life rather than policing timelines. Remember migration and identity are separate axes: leaving home changes many things, but it doesn’t automatically create who someone is. For families and friends, prioritise safety and dignity , public shaming helps nobody and can put people at real risk.
It's a small moment that opens a larger conversation about identity, migration and respect , listen, learn, and choose curiosity over condemnation.
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