Best Things to Do in Toronto This Weekend: Outdoor Art, Salsa and More
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Catch summer in full swing: Toronto’s packed weekend lineup has something for every taste, from Canada’s biggest outdoor art fair and a celebration of Black entrepreneurship to Latin dancing in the streets and a Queer women’s picnic, here’s what to know, where to go, and why it’s worth getting out.
Essential Takeaways
Free and lively: The Toronto Outdoor Art Fair at Nathan Phillips Square is free, rain or shine, with over 400 artists on display and family activities. 
Community-focused markets: Melanin Market in the Square highlights Black and BIPOC entrepreneurs with vendors, art and even a free Pilates class. 
Dance and food-centered street festival: Salsa on St. Clair brings live music, vendors and lessons across two days for a midtown fiesta vibe. 
Culture across the city: The TD Festival of South Asia and Toronto Fringe Festival offer music, performance and theatre spanning diverse traditions and voices. 
Niche, social events: From road tennis in Scarborough supporting Black health initiatives to a sapphic singles picnic in High Park, there are intimate, purpose-driven happenings too.
Toronto Outdoor Art Fair: Canada’s biggest art party , head in early
Nathan Phillips Square fills with colour and texture this weekend as the Toronto Outdoor Art Fair returns for its 65th year, and yes, it’s huge and free. Expect more than 400 makers showing paintings, ceramics, jewellery and experimental mixed-media works, so there’s always something to surprise you with a new favourite artist. Organisers plan talks, guided tours and family-friendly installations, which means it’s not just browsing but a full day out , bring sensible shoes and a tote for prints or small pieces. According to the fair’s information, the event runs rain or shine, so pack a light raincoat just in case. If you’re buying, consider spotting works you love early; the crowd builds later and those standout pieces can go quickly. For anyone wanting more context, the fair’s website has maps and artist lists to help plan your route.
Melanin Market in the Square: shopping that feels like community
Sankofa Square’s monthly Melanin Market returns with a focus on Black-owned and BIPOC businesses, giving the downtown core a lively dose of entrepreneurship and creativity. The market, founded in 2021, mixes retail stalls with cultural programming and this edition even includes a free Pilates class mid-afternoon. It’s the sort of event where shopping is also social , vendors are often makers and founders who love to tell the story behind their products, so you’ll learn as you buy. The series forms part of the Hot Square Summer programming, which aims to activate public space with regular cultural pop-ups. If you want to support small businesses and discover unique gifts, go with cash and card, arrive with time to browse, and be ready to stay for music or a workshop.
Salsa on St. Clair: two days of food, beats and dancing
If you like heat, rhythm and a sense of neighbourhood carnival, Salsa on St. Clair is back for its 22nd edition and it’s a proper block-long party. The midtown festival runs across Saturday and Sunday with live performances, artisanal stalls and plenty of food options to fuel the dancing. You don’t have to be a pro , street socials often have beginner-friendly lessons and the vibe is inclusive and buzzing. Visit the event website for the full schedule and stage locations so you can catch specific performers or classes. Plan for sun protection, comfortable shoes and a willingness to step onto the pavement and try a step or two , even watching is infectious.
Fringe, TD Festival of South Asia and niche events: culture in every corner
This weekend also sees the last shows of the Toronto Fringe Festival, which offers affordable theatre across multiple venues , think experimental pieces, stand-up, Shakespeare riffs and work by Caribbean artists. Tickets are deliberately cheap, making it easy to try something bold. Meanwhile, the TD Festival of South Asia invites families and food lovers to enjoy music, dance and regional cuisine over two days; it’s a chance to see traditional performances and contemporary takes in one spot. Both events underline Toronto’s appetite for diverse cultural programming. For quieter or more specialised outings, check out events like The Bajan Serve in Scarborough, which centres road tennis and Caribbean wellness while supporting the Black Health Alliance, or smaller meet-ups such as a Sapphic Singles Picnic in High Park for queer women seeking a relaxed social space.
Practical tips for a smoother weekend: timing, tickets and transport
Weekend events mean crowds, so think about timing: arrive early at big draws like TOAF to enjoy cooler temperatures and quieter aisles, and book Fringe or ticketed brunch-and-paint sessions in advance to avoid disappointment. Public transit will save time and parking headaches; most major events sit near TTC routes or are easy walking distances from downtown hubs. Carry a refillable water bottle, sunscreen, a small bag for purchases and a portable charger , your phone will capture plenty of moments. If you’re attending to support causes, check whether events charge small fees or request donations , those few dollars help community organisers cover costs and keep these programmes running.
It's the kind of weekend where small plans turn into memorable discoveries, so pick a neighbourhood, follow the music and see where the city takes you.
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