Best San Diego Weekend Arts Events: Pride Shows, Protest Art and Sitar Sets
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Shoppers and culture-hungry locals are flocking to San Diego this weekend for a lively mix of exhibitions, live podcasts, music and community festivals that matter; from a sprawling PROUD+ show in Hillcrest to a live KPBS podcast taping on protest art, here’s what to see, hear and feel.
Essential Takeaways
Big group show: PROUD+ at The Studio Door features 56 LGBTQ+ artists, all works for sale and free to attend.
Live taping buzz: KPBS Podcasts Live offers studio access, light bites and conversations about sign painting as protest.
Eclectic music: Expect sitar, mbira and indie-folk blends at Folk Arts Rare Records , small venue, intimate sound.
Community pulse: San Diego Black Pride’s Sunday Service mixes music, wellness and comedy for a celebratory close to the weekend.
Accessible theatre: Loud Fridge Theatre’s Boy My Greatness stages bright, funny takes on identity with free tickets.
Start here: PROUD+ at The Studio Door , a gallery that feels like a living room
If you love discovery, this show hits the spot with a warm, crowded gallery feel and lots to linger over. The ninth annual PROUD+ brings together 56 LGBTQ+ artists from across the country, so you’ll see a wide range of styles, media and voices under one roof. The Studio Door in Hillcrest has become known for exhibitions that combine community and commerce , everything’s for sale, which makes browsing double as supporting local and visiting artists. Go early to avoid the evening crush, and bring cash or card if you’re tempted to take a piece home.
Hear it live: KPBS Podcasts Live , signpainting, storytelling and studio access
There’s something electric about a live taping: the small laughs, the after-show chats, the smell of coffee and set lights. KPBS is hosting three shows in one afternoon, including The Finest featuring a conversation with sign painter Koy Sun about lettering, art and activism. Tickets include parking and a post-show meet-and-greet, which means you can ask questions in person , a rare perk. If you’re interested in how creativity fuels civic change, this event is a concise, lively primer.
Tiny venue, big sounds: sitar, mbira and duelling no-banjos at Folk Arts Rare Records
For an intimate music fix, head to Folk Arts Rare Records where three world-music acts share a small stage. Calcutta Kid blends lo-fi indie with sitar textures, Zimbeat brings mbira rhythms and Cremation Studies offers a playful, multi-instrumental set. It’s the sort of show where you can stand close, feel the vibrations and chat with musicians afterward. Bring comfortable shoes and arrive early , these all-ages in-store gigs fill up fast and they’re free.
Playful and pointed: Loud Fridge Theatre’s Boy My Greatness
This production turns the theatrical mirror on itself: a troupe of actors in 1606 wrestle with masculinity, creativity and even pandemic-era anxieties, all while referencing Shakespeare with a wink. Zoe Senese-Grossberg’s script is described as funny and crisp, and local director Lee Engelman keeps the pace lively. Best of all, tickets are free (donations welcome), so it’s an easy, low-stakes night out that still feels thoughtfully staged. Sunday’s post-show discussion is a good chance to hear about directoral choices and themes.
Community crescendo: San Diego Black Pride’s Sunday Service
If you want to end the weekend in joyous, communal style, Sunday Service is designed for that exact vibe. Organised by San Diego Black Pride, the day mixes music, wellness and comedy with a sound journey, praise competitions and headline performers. It’s an intentionally celebratory, intergenerational event focused on Black LGBTQ+ life , expect colour, dance and warmth. Tickets vary, and the festival atmosphere makes it a good choice for groups wanting an upbeat, social experience.
Quick picks and practical tips
Wear layers: venues range from breezy outdoor amphitheatres to snug record shops.
Buy big-ticket shows early: Maruja Limón at UC San Diego has paid seating while many other events are free.
Plan transport: KPBS offers parking with tickets, but Hillcrest and Logan Heights can be busy , consider rideshares.
Support artists directly: many gallery pieces at PROUD+ are for sale; bring a card or phone payment app.
It's a small weekend menu with big flavours , pick one, or make a happy hop through a few.
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