Best Right-to-Care Ordinances in the Philippines: Why La Union’s Move Matters
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Shoppers of policy change are noticing a quiet but urgent shift: La Union is fast-tracking a “Right to Care” ordinance so LGBTQIA+ partners and long-term unmarried companions can make emergency medical decisions for one another , a practical, rights-forward fix that matters when every minute counts.
Essential Takeaways
Who benefits: LGBTQIA+ people in relationships and long-term unmarried partners will gain authority to act as medical decision-makers in emergencies. 
Current gap: Philippine law still prioritises immediate family and legally married spouses for hospital decisions, leaving many partners sidelined. 
Local momentum: La Union would join Laguna and Cavite , and several cities , in recognising cohabiting and same-sex partners’ medical rights. 
Implementation step: The ordinance includes creating a permanent Gender and Development office to oversee hospital compliance and patient protections. 
Why this fast-tracked ordinance is a practical fix for an emotional problem
Medical crises are noisy, urgent and often leave loved ones helpless; the detail that matters here is tactile , the person at your bedside who can sign forms or speak for you. La Union’s provincial board is fast-tracking a measure that would let unmarried partners, including LGBTQIA+ couples, do exactly that. It’s a technical fix with huge emotional impact, because being excluded from decisions in a hospital corridor is a type of harm that lasts long after discharge.
According to local officials, the policy aims to close an obvious gap in current practice. Hospitals routinely rely on immediate family or legally married spouses to sign waivers, approve ICU access, or agree to life-saving treatments. That leaves long-term companions with no legal standing, even when they’ve shared years, finances and care. The ordinance recognises relationships as they actually exist, not only as they appear on paper.
How La Union’s measure fits into a growing national trend
This isn’t happening in isolation. Cavite passed a province-wide Right-to-Care ordinance earlier, and Laguna recently approved its own measure, signalling provincial appetite for change. Cities and towns have moved too: Dasmariñas, Biñan and Talisay have adopted similar rules or cards that allow same-sex or cohabiting partners to act as healthcare proxies. Together, these moves form a practical patchwork across local governments, easing the daily realities of couples who aren’t legally married.
For readers tracking policy, the trend shows local governments responding ahead of national legislation. It’s patchy , useful in one province, absent in the next , but momentum is clear. If you live in the Philippines and rely on a partner to make health decisions, checking your local ordinances just became as important as keeping an emergency contact on your phone.
Why the Gender and Development office matters for enforcement
Passing a law is one thing; enforcing it is another. La Union’s proposal pairs the ordinance with a permanent Gender and Development (GAD) office that will oversee hospital compliance and protect patient rights. That’s the practical part: a dedicated office means training for hospital staff, clear protocols for recognising partners and someone to lodge complaints with if rights are denied.
Without enforcement, ordinances can be symbolic. With a GAD office, hospitals get a point of contact and the public gets oversight. Expect workshops, updated intake forms and a public information push if the measure becomes law , small but effective changes that cut confusion and friction at critical moments.
What this actually changes for couples , and how to prepare now
If you’re in a long-term relationship but not married, this ordinance could mean the difference between holding your partner’s hand through a procedure or watching from the waiting room. Practically, it may allow partners to sign consent forms, request access to intensive care areas and make end-of-life decisions when the patient can’t speak.
Until local rules apply, there are steps to protect yourselves: carry a medical power of attorney, register whatever forms your local hospital accepts, and keep documentation of your relationship and cohabitation handy. Even where ordinances exist, having paperwork avoids delays; where they don’t, it can be the only legal protection you have.
What to watch next and why it matters beyond La Union
With the governor’s support and the ordinance now before the provincial board, watch for a swift vote and the rollout of the GAD office. If La Union follows Laguna and Cavite, it strengthens a pattern that could nudge national policy or at least normalise care recognition across more provinces. For advocates and families, each additional local government that adopts these rules reduces moments of crisis and isolation for couples.
And on a human level, it’s about dignity: the quiet, practical right to be present, to sign, to decide. That’s what people mean when they talk about care , and why these ordinances matter so much.
It's a small legal change that can make every bedside moment a little kinder.
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