Best Free Pride Storytelling Night in Richmond: True Voices at Gateway Theatre
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Shoppers and neighbours are gathering for an intimate night of storytelling , Gateway Theatre hosts True Voices: Pride Storytelling & Tea on Thursday July 30, 2026, offering free admission and an evening of local LGBTQ2S+ stories that matter. Reserve a spot, bring curiosity, and expect warmth and reflection.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Free event on Thursday 30 July 2026 at 7pm in Gateway Theatre’s second-floor lobby, Richmond. 
What to expect: Personal, live stories from local LGBTQ2S+ artists and community members followed by tea and a Q&A. 
New this year: Each storyteller will bring a meaningful personal artifact to deepen connection and context. 
Accessibility note: Admission is free but you should reserve tickets online; donations are welcome to keep community events free. 
Atmosphere: Intimate, heartfelt storytelling with a mix of voices , expect courage, humour, and quiet moments.
Why True Voices feels different , an intimate Pride night
Gateway Theatre has shaped the evening to feel like being invited into someone’s living room, not a lecture hall. The space on the second-floor lobby is compact and conversational, which means you’ll be close enough to read expressions and feel the texture of each story. Audience members from 2025 described a full house and an atmosphere that was both celebratory and tender. If you like events that are low-key but emotionally resonant, this is likely to be your kind of night.
Who’s on the mic , local faces, diverse stories
The line-up mixes seasoned storytellers, community members and facilitators. Yanting Qiu curates and hosts, while names like Marylee Stephenson, Irene Hwang, Oliver Isbister, Esmé Demers and Jeff Rotin are billed to share personal journeys. Gateway Theatre also includes roles like active listener and storytelling consultant, showing that the evening is deliberately crafted rather than ad hoc. In short, expect a range of perspectives , from coming-out narratives to reflections on family, love and belonging.
The extra touch: tea, questions and personal artefacts
After the performances, the audience is invited to stay for tea and a Q&A, which turns a one-way show into a conversation. New for this year, each storyteller brings a personal artefact tied to their narrative , a small but powerful detail that helps anchor memory and makes stories feel lived-in. If you appreciate the tactile alongside the verbal, this detail will likely be a highlight; it’s a simple device that deepens empathy and sparks better conversation.
Practical bits: how to go, what to bring, and etiquette
Seats are free but limited, so reserve online in advance , Gateway Theatre suggests up to two tickets per order. The lobby location makes the event accessible but check the theatre’s site for any mobility details you might need. Consider arriving a little early to grab a good seat and to settle into the informal tea service. As with any storytelling night, listen actively: phones off, attention on, applause and gentle questions welcomed.
Why community events like this matter locally
True Voices is now in its third year after a welcomed return in 2025, and it’s part of a broader push to make local arts inclusive and community-focused. According to the theatre’s programming, events like this honour resilience while celebrating progress toward belonging , a reminder that small, public acts of storytelling build neighbourhood understanding. For Richmond Pride week, this is the sort of gathering that knits people together rather than simply entertaining them.
It's an evening built around listening , go to hear, to reflect, and to support voices that help make the community kinder.
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