Best 2025 Films for LGBTQ+ Representation — where they shine and where they don’t
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Shoppers and cinephiles are noticing a worrying dip: fewer major 2025 films now include LGBTQ+ characters, and trans representation is nearly invisible. This rundown explains where queer stories popped up, which genres surprised us, and practical tips for spotting genuinely inclusive films.
Essential Takeaways
Low overall inclusion: Only about one in five 2025 films feature LGBTQ+ characters, a marked decline from recent years.
Trans visibility nearly absent: Trans characters were effectively missing across more than 200 films analysed.
Mid‑budget and horror stand out: Mid‑budget titles and horror films delivered some of the strongest queer representation and box‑office returns.
Supporting roles prevail: LGBTQ+ characters mostly appear in secondary parts, though a few lead performances won critics’ praise.
Watchlist winners: Films such as Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale, After the Hunt, I Know What You Did Last Summer, Hedda, Blue Moon and Sorry, Baby were singled out as positive examples.
The headline stat: representation has slid , and it feels obvious when you watch
You notice it in the credits and in the quieter moments of a film: fewer main characters who are queer, and almost no trans faces. According to GLAAD’s latest survey, only about 20.4 per cent of 2025 films included LGBTQ+ characters, signalling a three‑year low in inclusion. That drop doesn’t just matter for box office headlines; it shapes whose lives get reflected on screen, and whose stories are treated as central.
The trend feels doubly stark because the films that do include queer characters often keep them on the margins. If you’re someone who looks for yourself in cinema, it’s a hollow kind of visibility , present, yes, but not shaping the plot.
Mid‑budget movies and horror: unexpected bright spots
Mid‑budget pictures emerged as a reliable place for queer storytelling this year, offering room for character nuance without the commercial pressure of blockbusters. Titles like Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale and After the Hunt received praise for integrating LGBTQ+ characters thoughtfully.
Horror, surprisingly, continues to be an inclusive genre. Films such as The Parenting, Companion and Weapons all feature queer characters and performed well financially, each earning more than double their production budgets. That mixture of creative risk and market success suggests genres outside mainstream tentpole territory can be fertile ground for honest representation.
Where representation still falls short: leads, trans stories and nuance
Despite some wins, LGBTQ+ characters are mostly in secondary roles. Lead queer protagonists remain rare, and trans representation is essentially non‑existent across the hundreds of films analysed. That absence matters because trans stories and perspectives are different , they can’t be substituted by peripheral characters.
If you want to support better representation, look beyond token cameos. Seek films where LGBTQ+ characters have agency, emotional arcs and narrative weight. Festival lineups and indie distributors often carry those titles before wider releases.
How critics and audiences reacted , and why it matters
Critics embraced several queer‑forward films, with Hedda, Blue Moon and Sorry, Baby earning warm reviews. That critical approval can propel a film into wider consciousness and help studios see a commercial argument for inclusion. Meanwhile, studio data suggests younger audiences , Gen Z in particular , expect more diversity on screen, a shift industry reporting has highlighted.
For watchers who care, critic roundups and aggregator sites are useful filters: they can flag when a film’s LGBTQ+ representation is meaningful rather than perfunctory.
Practical tips for choosing films that do representation well
First, check whether LGBTQ+ characters are central to the plot and whether their identities matter to the story beyond shorthand. Second, read reviews that specifically mention representation or consult community publications and queer film critics. Third, support mid‑budget and indie releases , those titles are where riskier, richer portrayals often surface.
Finally, talk about what you see. Word of mouth still moves viewers, and studios notice when audiences reward thoughtful, inclusive films.
It's a small change in viewing habits that can nudge the industry toward broader, truer stories.
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