Best Ways to Join CPC at Portland Pride Parade 2026: March, Cheer, or Help
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Join a joyful, ecumenical group from CPC, Trinity Episcopal and friends at Portland Pride on Sunday 19 July; march in the parade, cheer from the sidewalk, or pitch in with water and setup to make the day welcoming and safe. Here’s how to take part and what to expect.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Parade day is Sunday 19 July; CPC’s spot in the parade lineup is 88, with a blessing at noon on NW Flanders. The group will set up on Davis St between 3rd and 4th. 
Three ways to participate: Walk from Trinity Episcopal after the 10:00 a.m. service, meet at the parade lineup, or join the sidewalk cheering and donation team. 
Bring practical items: Chairs, water, coolers, ice, and pet bowls are useful; bottled water donations are being collected. 
No registration required: Walkers can just show up; RSVP or questions go to Dianne Eller by email. 
Accessibility and community care: Organisers offer pet water bowls and welcome helpers for setup and distribution.
What the day looks like , arrive ready and smiling
Expect bright, noisy streets and a warm, crowd-filled atmosphere where voices and music mix with rainbow flags and handmade signs. The group usually sets up on Davis Street between 3rd and 4th; organisers suggest arriving around 9am to help set up and stake out a good spot. Bring a chair if you want to sit, and a light jacket in case the weather shifts.
According to the parade organisers, CPC’s contingent will line up at position 88, with a special blessing led by clergy at noon on the 700 block of NW Flanders. That moment is a nice pause before the march, and it’s a calm, friendly touch for anyone who wants to take part without a full walk from church.
Three simple ways to join , choose what suits you
You can join the combined ecumenical contingent in three easy ways. First, attend Trinity Episcopal’s 10:00 a.m. service and walk with that group to the parade lineup. Second, meet the contingent at lineup spot 88 for the blessing and the march. Third, if you’d rather not march, join the sidewalk cheering group and hand out water or wave from the sidelines.
No formal registration is required for marchers, which keeps things informal and welcoming. If you plan to bring water donations or help with logistics, the organisers ask you to RSVP to Dianne Eller via email so they can coordinate supplies and volunteers.
What to bring and how to help , small things make a big difference
Practical contributions are really appreciated: bottled water to distribute, extra coolers and ice, camping chairs, and pet bowls for dogs passing by. Organisers will have some bowls on hand for pets, but extra supplies mean less queuing and more cooling relief for animals and people.
If you’re helping with setup, arriving early around 9am is helpful; there are parking lots on 3rd and 4th Streets for volunteers who need to unload. Even if you only have time for 30 minutes of cheering or handing out water, you’ll be making the parade safer and more welcoming.
Community context , why congregations march together
Church groups walking together at Pride signal a blend of faith and solidarity that matters to many Portlanders. Combined ecumenical contingents , like Episcopal, Lutheran and UCC siblings marching side by side , show how different congregations can support LGBTQ+ neighbours publicly. It’s the kind of visible allyship that sparks conversation and comfort in the crowd.
Portland Pride’s parade and waterfront festival draw large, diverse crowds; participating as a group helps smaller organisations feel seen and connected. For many attendees, seeing clergy and congregational banners in the parade is a simple reassurance that faith and inclusivity can coexist.
Safety, accessibility and a few useful tips
Plan how you’ll get there: arrive early for parking or use public transport to avoid last-minute stress. Wear comfortable shoes, bring sunscreen, and dress in layers , Portland weather can surprise you. If you’re marching with a mobility aid or a pram, check the parade route map and lineup details in advance to find the best access points.
If you’ve got questions or want to coordinate donations, contact Dianne Eller at dianne.j.eller@gmail.com. Volunteers coordinating setup can always use extra hands for coolers, signage and pet care supplies.
It's a small change that can make every cheer and every march more welcoming.
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