Latest Right to Care Ordinance: Laguna Lets LGBTQIA+ Partners Make Medical Decisions
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Shoppers are noticing a quiet but important shift in Filipino local laws: Laguna has approved a provincial "Right to Care" ordinance allowing LGBTQIA+ partners to be named health proxies, a move that expands who can make emergency medical decisions and matters for families across the province.
Essential Takeaways
New law: Laguna's Sangguniang Panlalawigan approved a province-wide Right to Care ordinance enabling LGBTQIA+ partners to be designated as health proxies in medical emergencies.
Who authored it: The measure was authored by 1st District Board Member Bernadeth Olivares and co-authored by Board Member Jam Agarao.
Precedent: Cavite led the way as the first province with a similar ordinance; Biñan City in Laguna and several municipalities have already passed local versions.
Why it matters: Under existing national rules, decision-making rights often default to immediate family or legal spouses; this ordinance recognises chosen partners when families aren't available.
Practical effect: Hospitals and clinics will have clearer grounds to accept a partner's decisions during critical care if the patient has designated them.
What Laguna's vote actually changes for couples and hospitals
Laguna’s ordinance now lets individuals designate a partner, regardless of legal marital status or gender identity, as the person authorised to make urgent medical decisions. That matters most when a patient is unconscious or otherwise unable to consent and their immediate family can’t be reached. According to local reporting, proponents framed the move as inclusive governance, aiming to reduce delays and disputes at bedside moments that are already high-stress and emotional. For healthcare staff this provides a clearer, legally backed pathway to accept directions from a named partner rather than navigating family-only rules.
How this fits into a growing regional trend
Cavite was the first province to adopt a Right to Care law, and several cities and municipalities have followed suit. Biñan in Laguna and Parañaque, along with other localities, passed similar measures earlier this year, so Laguna’s vote continues a fast-moving patchwork of protections around the Philippines. The pattern suggests local governments are responding to calls for practical safeguards for long-term partners who might not be legally married. It's a useful example of local policy outpacing national frameworks on family and medical decision-making.
What supporters and officials are saying
Board Member Bernadeth Olivares framed the ordinance as recognising "the right of every Lagunense" to appoint a trusted partner for medical decisions, and social media posts from proponents emphasised dignity and inclusivity. Co-author Jam Agarao backed the measure as well, reflecting cross-district support. Local advocates say the law reduces the anxiety many LGBTQIA+ couples face when the people they rely on at the hospital aren’t automatically recognised by procedure or paperwork.
Practical steps for couples and clinicians
If you’re a partner who wants this protection, the practical step is to follow the ordinance’s registration or declaration process so hospitals can verify your status as a health proxy when needed. Health facilities should update intake forms and staff training to accept these designations and avoid unnecessary family disputes. For hospitals, a clear checklist, ID, signed designation, witness or notary where required, will speed acceptance; for patients, carrying a copy of the designation or storing it digitally with next-of-kin info is sensible.
What comes next: wider adoption and legal clarity
Expect more provinces and cities to consider similar ordinances, and look for guidance from health departments on standardising forms and procedures. While local laws help, advocates will likely keep pushing for a national framework that makes designation smooth and uniform across hospitals and regions. In the meantime, Laguna’s ordinance is a practical step that gives many couples clearer rights when every minute counts.
It's a small legal change that could make a big difference at the hospital bedside.
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