Best TV to Watch Next: Russell T Davies’ Tip Toe and What Comes After
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Shoppers are flocking to Russell T Davies’ new drama Tip Toe, a stark five-part Channel 4 thriller that’s already earned international attention and prompted the writer to start sketching his next series , here’s why it matters, what to expect, and how to watch.
Essential Takeaways
New drama: Tip Toe is a five-part Channel 4 thriller from Russell T Davies, released 31 May 2026 and starring Alan Cumming. 
Hard-hitting themes: The series tackles rising anti-LGBTQ+ hostility with a raw, sometimes uncomfortable edge and a strong sense of place. 
International pick-up: US broadcaster Starz has acquired rights for the US and Canada, with availability later in 2026. 
Davies is already writing again: The writer says he’s planning another series, though it’s still in development. 
Viewing notes: Expect intense performances, gritty Manchester locations, and storytelling that leans into social reality rather than easy comfort.
Why Tip Toe landed as a timely, unsettling five-parter
Tip Toe arrived with a sting: it’s lean, urgent and often hard to watch in the best possible way, with scenes that feel immediate and alive. Alan Cumming’s central turn gives the drama a magnetic quality, and the Canal Street setting adds a gritty, urban texture that grounds the story. Channel 4’s press materials positioned the series as a clear return for Davies to contemporary queer storytelling, and viewers have responded to the combination of tense plotting and emotional weight. If you like dramas that leave a residue, this one will stick with you.
How the show connects to wider cultural conversations
Russell T Davies has never shied away from contentious subjects, and Tip Toe plugs directly into current debates around rights, rhetoric and violence. Davies told attendees at the Attitude PRIDE Awards Europe that the drama reflects a broader slide toward hostility, a theme he’s explored before in series like It’s a Sin. So while the plot is specific , a neighbourhood and the people in it , the series deliberately echoes bigger political currents, which helps explain why international buyers like Starz were quick to show interest.
Where to watch and what the US pick-up means
Channel 4 broadcast Tip Toe from 31 May 2026, and first-look images and press releases helped build early buzz. Starz acquiring US and Canadian rights suggests the show will reach a much larger audience later in 2026, and that international platforms see appetite for Davies’ brand of socially charged drama. If you’re in the UK, keep an eye on Channel 4’s schedule and catch-up services; overseas viewers should watch for Starz release dates and regional listings.
What Russell T Davies is planning next , and why that’s exciting
Davies confirmed he’s already drafting another series, though he said the new project is still being written and may yet change. Given his track record , from the rave-era heartbreak of It’s a Sin to Tip Toe’s darker tension , it’s fair to expect material that mixes human detail with political urgency. He told the PRIDE Awards audience that he wants to keep writing this stuff as long as he can, which is good news for viewers who appreciate dramas that refuse to look away.
Tips for viewers: who should watch and how to prepare
If you prefer glossy escapism, Tip Toe may not be your cup of tea; the series is designed to unsettle and make you think. But if you value strong lead performances, realistic dialogue and stories that reflect contemporary anxieties, it’s worth scheduling an evening for. Watch with company if the subject matter feels heavy, and consider following up with interviews or comment pieces to add context , Davies often layers political commentary beneath the personal drama, and hearing him speak about the series helps unpack the themes.
It's a small scheduling decision that can lead to a lot of conversation , and Davies shows no signs of slowing down.
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