Latest Evidence Shows Surge in Abuse Against LGBT Students at Indonesian Universities
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Shoppers are not involved, but students and campus communities are: human rights groups are reporting a sharp rise in harassment, expulsions and restrictive rules at Indonesian public universities during Pride Month, a worrying trend that undermines academic freedom and safety for LGBT students.
Essential Takeaways
Scope of incidents: Multiple public universities adopted discriminatory rules and curtailed student media and social discussion around gender and sexual diversity. 
Visible harms: Cases include doxxing and intimidation of student journalists, public harassment of couples, and at least one expulsion after a viral video. 
Legal backdrop: National and regional laws and a new criminal code further stigmatise LGBT people, creating a permissive environment for abuse. 
Calls for action: Human Rights Watch and civil society urge university administrators and the government to protect rights and review discriminatory laws. 
Emotional toll: Students report fear, reputational threat and campus silence rather than support, leaving communities anxious and isolated.
Harassment spiked during Pride Month , what actually happened on campus
Human Rights Watch documented a clear uptick in attacks and intimidation coinciding with Pride Month, and the details feel disturbingly everyday , jeering in a library, social media stalking, and editors summoned to remove coverage rather than supported. The student news outlet at Universitas Indonesia faced doxxing and threats after running a piece on campus rights, which shows how quickly discussion can be punished. Civil society groups say the result is fear: students hide their identities, sources dry up, and campus debate grows quieter.
Universities are enacting rules that chill speech and punish identity
At least ten public universities adopted regulations that curtail discussion of gender and sexual diversity and limit student media coverage, according to rights monitors. Instead of protecting students who are targeted, some administrations have cited “security” or “reputation” and urged content removal. For students and journalists, that feels like being asked to be invisible , a practical consequence is self-censorship and fewer avenues to seek help or report abuse.
Laws and political signals feed a hostile climate
The legal and political context matters: Indonesia maintains several national laws and many regional rules that discriminate on sexual orientation and gender identity, and a new criminal code came into force in January 2026 that rights groups say deepens stigma. Meanwhile, influential bodies like the Indonesian Ulema Council have pushed for criminal penalties and public officials have linked LGBT “culture” to security concerns. Together, these signals lower the bar for harassment and give attackers a social and legal scaffold.
Student journalists and LGBT groups are on the front line
When campus editors were summoned about their reporting, it exposed another risk: those who document abuses become targets themselves. Arus Pelangi and other NGOs have logged dozens of violent incidents in recent years, and advocacy coordinators say prejudice is being reinforced year after year. For university newsrooms and campus activists, that means thinking twice before publishing, investing in digital security, and leaning on external legal and NGO support when possible.
What students and universities can do now , practical steps
University administrations should publicly reaffirm commitments to academic freedom, non-discrimination, and the safety of all students, and they should provide clear channels for reporting and protection. Students and campus media can limit doxxing risk by tightening online privacy, using secure communication tools, and documenting incidents externally with NGOs or human rights groups. At national level, rights groups urge a review of laws that facilitate hostility and a government stance that protects, rather than penalises, sexual and gender diversity.
It's a small change in policy and tone that could make campus life safer for many students.
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