Best Queer Library Pop-ups in London: Aesop’s “Body of Work” Brings Books Into Retail
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Shoppers are stepping into book-lined stores as Aesop turns three of its UK shops into public reading rooms, spotlighting queer voices and the helpline that recorded them , a welcome, tactile moment for readers and community members across London and Brighton.
Essential Takeaways
Three transformed spaces: Aesop Soho hosts the main “Body of Work” Queer Library, with Reading Rooms at Spitalfields and Brighton, giving visitors quiet, curated places to read.
Free book per visitor: Guests can take home one complimentary title at each site while stocks last, making the initiative tangible and generous.
Switchboard partnership: The programme highlights Switchboard’s archive and impact; proceeds and Aesop Foundation donations support Switchboard and Not a Phase.
Featured work: The Log Books, compiled by Tash Walker and Adam Zmith from Switchboard call logs, provides an intimate, archival look at decades of queer lives.
Accessible, bookish vibe: The stores swap beauty displays for shelves and seating, creating a cosy, communal atmosphere that feels more like a mini-library than a pop-up.
Aesop’s Soho store becomes a queer reading haven
Aesop Soho’s Lexington Street shop sheds skincare displays for stacks of books, offering a slow, tactile break from the usual shopping beat. Visitors will find seating and curated selections under the “Body of Work” banner, and the space is designed to feel calm and inviting, with a soft, lived-in ambiance. According to Aesop’s programme details, the event runs for a limited weekend, so it’s best to plan ahead and drop by early if you want the full experience. The idea is simple: transform retail into public space, and let literature do the rest. This edition leans into archival material and oral history, which makes the setting feel especially poignant , you’re not just browsing titles, you’re inhabiting a narrative linked to real calls and real people. For anyone who loves physical books and quiet community, it’s a lovely surprise.
Why Switchboard is central to the project
The partnership with Switchboard gives the initiative weight and purpose; the helpline has supported callers since 1974 and its records shaped this year’s featured title. Switchboard’s archive offers a rare window into how queer lives have been talked about and cared for over decades. Walker and Zmith’s The Log Books, drawn from those archived call logs, threads together intimate fragments of conversation, fear, joy and resilience. The book’s rawness is part of the draw , it’s archival but deeply human. Aesop is also donating via its foundation, and the visibility helps put a volunteer-led support line back into public conversation at a time when community services matter more than ever.
Reading Rooms at Spitalfields and Brighton broaden access
Not everyone can make Soho, so Aesop runs simultaneous Reading Rooms at Spitalfields in east London and at its Brighton store at the end of July. Each venue displays the full collection and sets aside places for visitors to sit and browse. The replication across sites shows a trend: retailers are rethinking the function of their spaces, adding cultural programming that’s free to experience. It’s part of a wider retail pivot towards experiences that build loyalty rather than just sell product. If you live locally to any of the locations, turn up with time to spare , these pop-ups reward slow exploration rather than rushing in and out.
How to make the most of the Queer Library experience
First, check dates: Soho’s weekend run and the later Brighton dates won’t overlap, so plan which event you want to see. Arrive early if you want to pick up a free book , they’re distributed while stocks last. Bring a friend, or go solo and linger; the atmosphere is set for low-key reading and quiet conversation. If you’re curious about the archival angle, read a little about Switchboard beforehand; knowing that these are real call logs deepens the experience. And remember, the point isn’t commerce , it’s community. The books are there to be shared and to start conversations, and the donations behind the scenes mean attending supports more than just your mind.
What this says about culture and retail in 2026
Retail programmes like this one show how stores can double as civic spaces, offering cultural value and foregrounding causes. Aesop’s Queer Library continues a pattern of brands using physical sites for curated cultural moments rather than only product launches. Thematically, the focus on archived calls and lived experience is part of a broader appetite for personal histories and community memory in publishing. People want stories that feel rooted and raw, and bookstores , even unconventional ones , are answering that call. It’s a quiet, generous move: skincare shelves replaced by stories, and a reminder that public-facing brands can make spaces where people can learn, heal and connect.
It's a small change that can make every visit feel more like belonging.
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