Best Perthshire Pride Plans for 2026: Safer, Smaller and Here to Stay
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Shoppers, families and supporters are already circling August 8 , Perthshire Pride returns with a pared-back parade and a secure afterparty, aiming to keep the celebration visible while protecting attendees from anti-trans protests. It’s a compact, community-first festival with stalls, entertainment and a clear safety focus.
Essential Takeaways
Date and route: Perthshire Pride takes place on August 8, marching from the North Inch down Tay Street to the South Inch.
Scaled-back venue: Main festival moves to the Ice Factory courtyard on Shore Road for controlled access and security.
Family-friendly timing: Event runs 1pm–10pm, with an all-ages programme early and nightclub-style drag from 7pm.
Community extras: Around 25 market stalls, food vendors, charity karaoke, treasure hunt and Pride breakfasts at local hotels.
Safety push: New Safe Space Initiative and monitored entrances aim to reduce disruption from protests.
Why organisers chose a smaller, securer footprint
Perthshire Pride has deliberately downsized this year to the Ice Factory courtyard so organisers can monitor who comes and goes, creating a snug, safer atmosphere. That sheltered, somewhat enclosed feel might sound less festival-like, but it gives volunteers and security real control , and that matters after recent disruptive protests. Jack Simpson, chairperson of Perthshire Pride, says the move is about protecting people’s sense of safety, not stepping back from visibility.
The parade is back , but with a different flavour
The parade itself will still travel through the city, starting on the North Inch and finishing on the South Inch, so you’ll see the familiar route and the colours on the streets. There’s a bit of relief in that: last year’s cancellation left a hole in the calendar when a major funder withdrew. This year feels like a cautious comeback , smaller, yes, but determined. If you’re planning to join, arrive early for the best vantage points and remember it’s as much about community as spectacle.
Family-friendly programming and nightlife in one day
Organisers have thought about accessibility: the festival opens to all ages from 1pm and shifts into a nightclub vibe from 7pm when headline acts, including Charity from RuPaul’s Drag Race, take to the stage. That means families can enjoy daytime stalls, food and shows, while the evening brings a livelier crowd. Practical tip: check age restrictions for the after-hours area if you’re bringing teens, and bag a spot for the earlier family-friendly drag performances.
Local businesses, safe spaces and wider community support
Perthshire Pride is rolling out a Safe Space Initiative so local shops and hospitality venues can display stickers signalling they’re LGBTQ+ friendly. It’s a small but powerful signal on the high street: a quiet way to extend the festival atmosphere beyond the Ice Factory and create pockets of welcome across town. For visitors, look for those stickers , they’re a helpful guide if you want a calm, inclusive spot during the day.
Events around the weekend , more than just the parade
The Pride weekend isn’t limited to one day. There’s charity karaoke on the Friday, a treasure hunt the following day and a fitness session on Sunday, plus Pride breakfasts at several hotels and restaurants on the morning itself. These extras make it easy to join at your own pace, especially if the idea of a crowded parade feels daunting. And for locals, it’s a chance to show practical solidarity , pop into a breakfast, volunteer at a stall, or back the Safe Space scheme.
It's a small change that can make every celebration feel safer and more welcoming.
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