Best New Musical "Raising Gays" Debuts in West End Concert Reading
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Shoppers of theatre buzz are flocking back to the Garrick: Raising Gays, a fresh musical by Jordan Paul Clarke and Micha Mirto, had its West End concert reading during London Pride, and it matters because it puts parents , not just their children , at the centre of queer storytelling.
Essential Takeaways
Premiere setting: A one-night concert reading at the Garrick Theatre introduced the show to West End audiences during London Pride.
Unique angle: The entire cast is formed of parents from a small Somerset town, offering a parent-focused view of raising queer children.
Musical palette: Songs range from upbeat, catchy ensemble numbers to intimate, emotionally raw solos; "When We March in the Parade" was a crowd favourite.
Standout performances: Joanna Riding and Melanie La Barrie deliver memorable solo moments that balance poignancy and comic timing.
Work-in-progress: Ensemble lyrics occasionally jar with the otherwise strong songwriting, suggesting room for refinement before a full staging.
Why the Garrick debut felt timely and emotional
The concert reading landed during Pride weekend, so the room felt charged and affectionate, a bit like watching a community share its heart in public. Audiences were tucking into rousing group numbers and then being quietly stopped by a single voice; that contrast made the emotional beats land harder. According to theatre publications covering the event, the production’s timing and location helped signal its ambition: this isn’t just another new show, it’s a conversation starter.
A parents-only perspective flips the usual narrative
Most queer-centred dramas focus on the child’s journey; Raising Gays shifts the lens, following a parents' support group formed by Jenny, a Somerset mother. That decision gives the musical fresh dramatic space , you see research, denial, fear, love and eventual acceptance played out through adult eyes. Industry write-ups point out that this approach allows audiences to empathise with the often messy process adults go through when their child’s identity emerges.
Songs that sparkle, solos that sting
Musically, the score mixes bright, communal numbers with smaller, character-driven songs. Critics and attendees singled out "When We March in the Parade" for its anthemic joy, while Joanna Riding’s solo offers a quieter, revealing moment that interrupts the louder scenes in the best possible way. Melody and lyricism are praised overall, though some ensemble lyrics feel less polished , something the creative team can smooth out before a full production, according to coverage in theatre press outlets.
Performances that blend humour and honesty
Melanie La Barrie’s turn stands out for combining comedic panic with a real emotional reckoning, making her arc both funny and human. The rest of the parent ensemble brings varied shades of belief and misconception, and the concert-reading format highlighted how different voices can coexist in a single room. Reporters noted that the cast’s chemistry helped the piece avoid heavy-handedness, instead making its heavier themes feel earned.
What needs work , and why that’s not a problem
A concert reading is meant to be a snapshot, and Raising Gays arrived with the charm and the cracks you’d expect. A few group numbers need clearer lyrical flow and tighter harmonies, but reviewers stressed these are fixable in development workshops. The core , the concept, the emotional stakes, and the memorable solos , is solid, and the West End showcase likely means more readings and a potential full staging are on the horizon.
It's a small change in perspective that makes every scene feel new; audiences should keep an eye on where this show goes next.
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