Best New LGBTQ+ Films to Keep the Pride Spirit Going This Summer
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Shoppers are still hungry for queer stories: new LGBTQ+ films are now in cinemas and on VOD, serving everything from razor-sharp satire to tender teen comedies , and they matter because representation keeps evolving on screen. Here’s what to watch, why they’re worth your time, and what to expect before you press play.
Essential Takeaways
Maddie’s Secret: a drag-led, foodie satire with earnest drama and a subtle emotional core; Early’s performance is vivid and watchable. 
Fucktoys: scrappy 16mm debut mixing sex work, queer folklore and big personality cameos; stylish but uneven and provocative. 
She’s the He: a raunchy yet sensitive teen comedy boosting trans visibility with a largely trans cast. 
Hot Girl Summer: German sex-comedy remake leaning on embarrassment humour; appealing cast, sophomoric laughs. 
The Rebrand: queer-led slow-burn horror and true-crime send-up that finds momentum once scares arrive.
Why John Early’s Maddie’s Secret feels fresh and familiar
The opening scene hits with a deliciously theatrical flavour: drag, food porn and a protagonist who’s both glamorous and quietly damaged. According to reviews, John Early directs himself as Maddie, a recipe developer whose public persona masks a private struggle with bulimia. The result plays like a loving nod to old TV movie melodrama while using modern influencer culture for laughs and tension. This mix of satire and sincerity is Early’s strength , it keeps the film from tipping into camp and lets quieter moments land. If you enjoy character pieces that hide a serious heart under showbiz shimmer, Maddie’s Secret is a neat pick.
Fucktoys: risky, raw and shot on 16mm , expect to be divided
If you like films with texture, Annapurna Sriram’s Fucktoys delivers on grainy 16mm style and bold, sometimes brutal storytelling. The setup is simple and oddball , a sex worker trying to raise cash and lift a “curse” with the help of a tarot-reading queer icon , but the journeys she takes are episodic and unpredictable. Reviews suggest the ensemble gives strong performances and that a late sequence with François Arnaud stands out, even while vulgar or uneven moments will test viewers’ patience. Watch this if you want cinema that feels handmade, confrontational and willing to trade polish for personality.
She’s the He: a teen comedy that actually centres trans voices
There’s a sweet, surprising heart to She’s the He, which uses raunch and high-school antics to do something kinder: spotlight trans kids and their friendships. Director Siobhan McCarthy reportedly casts trans actors in central roles, which helps the film avoid cheap gags and gives its emotional beats weight. The premise , two boys pretending to be trans so one can woo a girl , is deliberately foolish, but the film leans into awkwardness to build empathy and laughs. Expect teen hijinks, sharp moments about identity, and a focus on how friendships survive when one person’s truth shifts.
Hot Girl Summer: German remake that keeps things awkward and loud
This sex-comedy remake mines embarrassment for laughs, with three friends on a quest to find sexual confidence , often in uncomfortable, silly ways. The film’s gags lean sophomoric and some viewers will find the repetition wearing, but the cast brings charisma and a willingness to be humiliated on screen. It’s a light, noisy watch best suited to viewers who favour broad comedy over subtlety, and who don’t mind a fair dash of cringe for the sake of catharsis.
The Rebrand: queer horror with true-crime glints and slow-build terror
The Rebrand frames itself as a true-crime-style episode and uses influencer culture as its villainous playground. The setup , a documentary shoot at a couple’s home that turns sinister , is a solid vessel for creeping dread. Critics note a few indulgent stretches of “content” filming that slow things down, but once the film commits to scares, it gains steam. For horror fans who appreciate social satire and an all-queer cast and crew, this one’s worth a look, especially if you enjoy slow-burn tension that tips into violence.
How to pick which queer film to watch tonight
Think mood first: want laughs and heart? Try She’s the He or Maddie’s Secret. Craving something rougher and art-house? Fucktoys’ 16mm grit will do the trick. Need a palate cleanser of silly embarrassment? Hot Girl Summer fits. And if you like creeping dread wrapped in social commentary, The Rebrand will keep you up. Check runtime, content warnings, and whether the film’s tone leans satirical or sincere , that’ll spare surprises.
It’s a small change that can make every movie night feel more like Pride: pick a queer film, invite a friend, and savour stories made by and for the people they represent.
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