Best Cities to Host the 2028 Bingham Cup — Why Leeds Could Win Big
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Shoppers are turning their eyes to Leeds as the city bids to host the 2028 Bingham Cup, the world’s biggest LGBTQ+ inclusive rugby tournament; the Leeds Hunters lead a coalition of local partners promising big venues, community energy and international reach , and it matters for sport, visibility and local tourism.
Essential Takeaways
Large-scale event potential: The Bingham Cup can attract up to 4,000 players plus supporters, bringing a festival atmosphere and hotel demand. 
Strong local backing: Leeds Hunters are backed by Leeds City Council, the University of Leeds, Leeds Rhinos Foundation and Leeds Tykes, signalling civic and sporting buy-in. 
Venue plan: Matches are proposed at West Park Leeds RUFC with the final pencilled for Headingley Stadium, offering a mix of grassroots grounds and a flagship rugby arena. 
Tangible inclusivity: The tournament celebrates inclusivity and community, not just competition , for many players it’s a rare place to be their authentic selves. 
Competitive field: Leeds faces Dublin, Vancouver, Orlando, Perth and Querétaro in the host-city race, so the decision is expected soon.
Why Leeds is a natural fit for the Bingham Cup
Leeds feels lively and welcoming, with a mix of big-city infrastructure and close-knit community clubs that suit a tournament that’s equal parts competition and carnival. The proposal pairs grassroots sites with a prestigious final at Headingley, which gives organisers flexibility and a theatrical finish. According to local reporting, the bid is being led by Leeds Hunters and supported by civic and university partners, which suggests planning capacity and local funding routes are in place. For visitors, the city’s transport links, student accommodation and hospitality scene make it easy to host large numbers without stretching resources.
What the venues say about the event experience
Putting pool and knockout matches at West Park Leeds RUFC keeps things intimate and community-driven, while staging the final at Headingley delivers a stadium spectacle. That mix matters: players get the cosy camaraderie of club rugby during the week and the buzz of a big stadium for the finale. Industry observers note that combining smaller pitches with a showpiece ground mirrors successful models from past tournaments. If you’re thinking of attending, expect fringe events, local club socials and a weekend that feels equal parts tournament and pride festival.
The bid’s local partners and why they matter
Backing from Leeds City Council, the University of Leeds and local rugby foundations gives the bid credibility beyond sport. Council support can unlock public services and safety planning, the university can help with accommodation and volunteer networks, and foundations bring community outreach expertise. That layered support is important when compared with competing bids from cities like Dublin and Vancouver, which also offer strong credentials. From a practical perspective, this coalition reduces the organisational risk that sometimes trips up large amateur events.
Why the Bingham Cup is about more than rugby
The Bingham Cup was founded to honour Mark Bingham and has always been a statement about inclusion as much as athleticism. Players regularly describe the tournament as transformative , a place where teammates accept each other without caveats. That emotional core drives tourism, merchandise, and local engagement in a way a regular fixture might not. For host cities, that means the legacy can include greater visibility for inclusive sport programmes and stronger links between clubs and local schools or community groups.
The competition , who Leeds is up against and what to watch
Leeds isn’t alone: Dublin, Vancouver, Orlando, Perth and Querétaro are all in contention, and each brings different strengths, from climate and travel routes to regional rugby cultures. The winning city will need to show not just facilities but a clear community plan and a capacity to welcome international visitors. The announcement is expected in the coming months, so keep an eye on International Gay Rugby for the official decision and on local councils for celebration plans or contingencies.
It's a small change that can make every match , and every visitor , feel more welcome.
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