Best Homobloc 2026 Lineup Guide: Depot Mayfield’s Day‑to‑Night LGBTQ+ Party
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Shoppers are already marking calendars as Homobloc returns to Depot Mayfield on 26 September 2026, bringing a day‑to‑night celebration of LGBTQ+ culture led by Kim Petras and a stacked queer‑first lineup that matters for anyone who loves pop, club music and live performance in Manchester.
Essential Takeaways
Headliner: Kim Petras leads a queer‑forward bill, mixing mainstream pop star wattage with club credibility. 
DJ heavyweights: Honey Dijon and Derrick Carter go b2b, promising a dancefloor with deep house and disco energy. 
New and revived stages: Depot Mayfield’s three main stages plus Vault , a 1,000‑capacity ticket hall stage hosted by Ponyboy , broaden the festival’s footprint. 
Performance focus: The Homodolls bring drag, dance and immersive theatre, featuring RuPaul’s Drag Race alumni and local acts. 
Heritage nod: The 2026 bill marks 35 years of FLESH, a Haçienda‑born club night with deep roots in Manchester’s queer nightlife.
Why Homobloc still matters to Manchester’s scene
Homobloc has become a reliable annual blast of colour and sound, and the 2026 edition looks set to keep that energy alive with a day‑into‑night format that feels both theatrical and clubby. The line‑up is deliberately queer‑led, so there’s a pleasing throughline from headline pop to underground DJ sets, and a scent of nostalgia now the festival is celebrating nights like FLESH that helped shape the city’s nightlife. It’s the sort of event where your cheeks sting from cold air between stages and your feet still ache with the good kind of tired.
Big names, b2b sets and why DJs count here
Putting Honey Dijon and Derrick Carter b2b signals that Homobloc wants serious dancefloor credibility as well as star power. According to event listings, the festival mixes global and local talent , expect sets that range from vocal pop hooks to house and techno deep cuts. If you love DJ chemistry, arrive early for back‑to‑back sets; those are when unexpected magic often happens and the crowd really locks in.
Theatrical performance and The Homodolls , it’s more than music
Homobloc’s performance strand is a major selling point. The Homodolls combine drag, dance, theatre and immersive elements, and the inclusion of RuPaul’s Drag Race performers alongside Manchester collectives like The Strippers of MCR gives the day a carnival of staged moments. For festivalgoers who want spectacle between DJ drops, this is where you’ll find it , think big wigs, choreography and interactive moments that pull the crowd in.
Vault, Ponyboy and platforming trans and non‑binary artists
A new 1,000‑capacity stage in Depot Mayfield’s former ticket hall , Vault , is a smart addition, and Ponyboy’s role as host is welcome. The club night’s focus on platforming trans and non‑binary artists means Vault will likely be one of the festival’s most vital spaces, showcasing communities that don’t always get centre stage. If you’re prioritising diversity and fresh perspectives, make a beeline for Vault and its curated programming.
Practical tips: tickets, getting there and what to bring
Tickets will move fast , Homobloc’s mix of mainstream names and community‑led programming has broad appeal. Depot Mayfield is central and walkable from Piccadilly and Victoria; still, give yourself time for queuing and bag checks. Pack for comfort: sturdy shoes, a lightweight jacket, and a portable charger for late‑night photos. If you want quieter moments, scope out the concourse areas or local pubs like the Star & Garter which host live music off the main stages.
It's a small change that can make every visit feel like a proper celebration of queer culture and sound.
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