Best Seattle Pride Floats: Queer Desi Group Wins People’s Choice Award
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Shoppers and parade-goers poured votes into Seattle Pride’s first People’s Choice Awards, and the PNW Queer Desi Group emerged as Best Float , a colourful, community-driven win that highlights who showed up, who cheered, and why grassroots visibility still matters in Pride.
Essential Takeaways
Winner: PNW Queer Desi Group took the People’s Choice Best Float after paradegoers voted online; winners were announced June 30.
Other big winners: Cheer Seattle claimed both Best Performance and Best Rally, tying closely to this year’s “Rally” theme.
Practical prize: Winners receive a commemorative plaque, priority placement in the 2027 parade and additional perks.
New tradition: This was Seattle Pride’s inaugural People’s Choice Awards, with organisers confirming the programme will return next year.
Atmosphere: Voter-driven awards made the parade feel interactive and celebratory, giving fans a direct say in who gets recognised.
A people-powered award that felt very Seattle
The new People’s Choice Awards handed the crowd a voice, and people used it , enthusiastically and often. The PNW Queer Desi Group’s float won the Best Float slot after paradegoers cast ballots online, a result that landed with cheers and selfies along the route. It’s the kind of win that tastes like community: loud, joyful and a bit sticky with glitter.
Seattle Pride rolled out the awards after the parade, closing the vote on June 30 and announcing winners soon after. Patti Hearn, Seattle Pride’s executive director, framed the initiative as a way to spotlight the makers and performers who bring the parade to life, and the reception suggested voters appreciated being asked.
Why the Queer Desi win matters
A Best Float award isn’t only about choreography or craft; it’s about representation and who gets space on a big stage. The PNW Queer Desi Group’s prize signals that South Asian queer stories are visible and celebrated in Seattle’s main Pride moment. People in the crowd recognised the float’s cultural notes, costume details and the warm, communal energy it radiated.
For observers, it’s also a reminder that grassroots groups can compete with larger organisations when the public decides. Expect more local, culturally specific entries to lean into storytelling next year.
Cheer Seattle swept the spectacles , performance and rally
Meanwhile, Cheer Seattle took home both Best Performance and Best Rally, awards that tie directly to this year’s parade theme, “Rally.” That double win underlines how tightly choreographed, high-energy acts still catch voters’ eyes and phones. Performances that read well from the curb , big moves, clear storytelling, bold colours , do well in a public vote.
Seattle Pride’s first People’s Choice also shows the value of a theme. When entries lean into a unifying idea, it’s easier for spectators to spot and reward the groups that best embody it. If you’re planning a parade entry next year, think theatrical and thematic.
What winners actually get , and why it helps
Prize packages are small but meaningful: a plaque, priority placement in the 2027 parade and other perks Seattle Pride didn’t fully itemise. Priority placement matters: staging near the front or in a prime curbside spot can increase visibility, press coverage and future votes. For community groups that fundraise entry costs, that kind of exposure is practically a grant in itself.
Seattle Pride also committed to running the awards again. That continuity could change how groups plan, build and fundraise, nudging some towards bigger floats or more ambitious performances.
How the People’s Choice format reshapes participation
Letting the crowd pick winners via online voting turned passive spectating into active engagement; it made the parade feel like a festival with instant feedback. Organisers gained a pulse on what attendees loved, while entrants got clear signals about what connects with the public. The model mirrors other local awards programmes that give residents a say and boost grassroots attention.
If you vote next year, remember that photos, clear visuals and strong themes play better on tiny screens as well as in-person. And for entrants, a compact, eye-catching hook can make a float memorable in a sea of colour.
It's a small change that can make every Pride moment feel more communal and more vivid.
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