Best M&M’s Club Reunion Plans: Celebrating 50 Years of Milwaukee LGBTQ History
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Celebrate a slice of Milwaukee history this July as former patrons, staff and friends gather for the 50th Anniversary M&M’s Club Reunion at LaCage NiteClub , a nostalgic, music-filled afternoon honouring the bar that doubled as a community hub and shaped local LGBTQ culture.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: The reunion runs from 1pm on Sunday, July 5 at LaCage NiteClub, with outdoor seating available and festivities “until the last person crawls out.” 
Historic guest: Bob Schmidt, the club’s founder who opened M&M’s on 4 July 1976, will attend and receive a special presentation. 
Programme highlights: Retro Drag Show from 3–4pm, retro drinks, and a photo exhibit celebrating three decades of memories. 
Community vibe: Expect candid storytelling, giddy reunions and a strong sense of shared history , the event remembers volunteers, volunteers-turned-staff, and the club’s civic role. 
Practical note: This is the third reunion , previous gatherings in 2016 and 2022 drew hundreds and leaned heavily on nostalgia despite changes to the original venue.
Why M&M’s still matters 50 years on
The club opened on America’s bicentennial and quickly became more than a nightspot; it was a safe, lively place where people met, organised and celebrated. The memory of the Glass Menagerie restaurant, live music, and that quirky phone booth are the sort of tactile details that keep conversations warm decades later. According to local histories, M&M’s doubled as a meeting space and later hosted health services, showing how nightlife and community care often overlapped.
What to expect at the reunion , atmosphere, memories and music
If you’ve been to the earlier reunions, you’ll know the energy: posed group photos give way to intense, whispered catch-ups and spontaneous laughter. The 50th keeps that format , a photo exhibit plus a Retro Drag Show and retro cocktails , inviting people to relive familiar sights and sounds even though the original décor isn’t all there. Bring a camera and an appetite for stories; the best moments are candid.
The people behind the legend , founder, staff and patrons
Bob Schmidt’s return from Palm Springs is the headline, but long-term patrons and staff shaped the club’s reputation just as much. Ron Thate , affectionately “Rona” , remains central to that lore, and though she passed in 2023, her presence will be felt in reminiscences and tributes. Local histories and community projects credit the club’s team with turning the venue into an informal community centre for decades.
How M&M’s fit into Milwaukee’s LGBTQ landscape
M&M’s wasn’t isolated; it sat alongside other neighbourhood venues and became a destination in the Third Ward nightlife circuit. Over time it hosted concerts, provided health-related services and even offered a patio designed by a local artist. That blend of entertainment and civic purpose reflects a wider trend: gay bars frequently operated as both social hubs and organising spaces for health and rights work.
Tips for attendees and first-timers
Arrive early if you want a seat on the main level or a spot on the outdoor terrace, and check the Wisconsin LGBTQ History Project and M&M’s Alumni Facebook pages for last-minute updates. If you plan to take photos of friends, ask permission , many attendees treasure privacy as much as reunion snapshots. And if you’re going to listen, bring your ears: the conversation is where the real history lives.
It's a small reunion that promises big memory-making , come ready to laugh, reminisce and celebrate a venue that helped shape a community.
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