Best GAZE Picks for 2026: Top Queer Films You Can’t Miss at the Festival
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Shoppers of cinema and lovers of queer stories are flocking to GAZE this summer; the festival returns to Dublin with a handpicked programme that blends intimate Irish work and bold international cinema, and it matters because these films make queer lives feel seen, loud and beautifully complicated.
Essential Takeaways
Festival dates: GAZE International LGBTQIA Film Festival runs 28 July–3 August, a compact week of screenings and events.
Curated highlights: From Pedro Almodóvar’s emotionally heightened Bitter Christmas to tender Irish documentaries and debut features, there’s a broad mix of tone and scale.
Standout debuts: Ivan & Hadoum is a buzzy first feature pairing a Moroccan and a trans lover against a picket-line backdrop , expect heart and hope.
Documentary power: Lesbian Lines and Give Me The Ball! centre activism and sporting history, delivering emotional and archival richness.
Party cinema: For pure fun, Stop! That! Train! brings drag-dominated camp with big-name stars and a glossy, giddy energy.
Why GAZE matters this summer , a festival that feels both local and global
GAZE has always punched above its weight by mixing international auteurs with homegrown stories, and this year’s line-up is no different. The festival curates films that are visually rich and emotionally true, so you can go for a glamorous Almodóvar and stay for a quiet, incandescent debut. According to the festival programme, events run across a week, giving audiences plenty of chances to catch panels and special guests. For anyone who cares about queer representation on screen, GAZE is a small, crucial moment in the cultural calendar.
Almodóvar and big-name cinema , high drama with a glossy edge
Pedro Almodóvar’s Bitter Christmas anchors the festival’s cinematic glamour: think heightened colour, obsessive design and that emotional mix of comedy and ache that his films do so well. Filmgoers who love sweeping, performative cinema will find it a feast, while others may prefer the quieter pieces on the bill. Booking early for headline screenings is sensible; these slots draw big crowds and often feature post-film Q&As or introductions.
Documentaries that educate and move , activism, sport and memory
The non-fiction selection leans into story-telling with purpose. Lesbian Lines documents the volunteers who kept a lifeline running in Ireland for decades, offering archival tenderness and human testimony. Give Me The Ball! is a punchy tribute to Billie Jean King that mixes archive and celebrity reflections to rekindle the urgency of sporting equality. If you want films that leave you informed and stirred, these are the ones to prioritise.
Emerging voices and debut features , intimate storytelling with big heart
Ivan & Hadoum is the kind of debut that festivals live to champion: a personal story of lovers divided by labour and prejudice, rooted in small settings but carrying universal warmth. Other new films, like Jaripeo, dig into masculinity and secrecy in specific communities, showing how local customs reflect broader queer experience. These are the screenings where you leave the cinema quieter, thinking about the people you’ve met on screen.
Thrills, camp and crowd-pleasers , when cinema is pure entertainment
Not everything at GAZE has to be solemn; Stop! That! Train! promises glitter, comedy and celebrity cameos in a ninety-minute campcapade, and On The Road brings a taut, sexy Mexican thriller vibe. These films are festival glue , shared laughs, costumes, and the kind of exit buzz that keeps people talking on the way home. If you want a party night out, look for screenings with invited casts or late-night showings.
How to plan your GAZE week , practical tips for getting the most out of it
Check the festival site early for schedules and any guest appearances that might change a screening’s atmosphere. Mix big-name titles with smaller features to balance spectacle and intimacy. Bring layers , Irish venues can be cold , and arrive early for Q&As if you want a good seat. If you’re choosing between shorts or features, consider a shorts block to discover new filmmakers quickly and affordably.
It's a small change to your cinema habits that can make your summer feel fuller, stranger and much more joyful.
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