Best Coverage of the Palatine Church Protest and the Pride Flag Debate
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Shoppers and residents noticed a tense scene in Palatine, Illinois, after dozens of people gathered outside New Hope Community Church to protest anti‑Pride messages on its electronic sign; the dispute has reignited a local fight over whether the village should fly a Pride flag at City Hall, and why it matters for families and neighbours.
Essential Takeaways
Public demonstration: Dozens of protesters rallied outside New Hope Community Church over sign messages such as “Ditch Pride, embrace humility,” drawing attention and local media coverage.
Location matters: The church sits across from a school, prompting extra concern from parents and activists about children seeing the messages.
Church stance: Pastor James Pittman Jr. told reporters he won’t remove the signs and invited people to talk, framing the messages as sharing “God’s truth.”
Local politics: The protest parallels an ongoing debate in Palatine about flying a Pride flag at Village Hall, with Mayor Jim Schwantz calling the flag political.
Community feeling: Advocates say the action was meant to show Palatine “is better than that,” signalling a push for inclusion and neighbourly standards.
Why the protest felt immediate and visual
The scene outside New Hope Community Church was plain to see: a crowd, signs and an electronic church marquee broadcasting short, pointed messages that some neighbours found hurtful. According to ABC 7 Chicago, the words on the sign , like “Ditch Pride, embrace humility” , drew people out from across the village, and the atmosphere felt both charged and public. The proximity to a school gave many an extra reason to be concerned; parents worry about what children might read on their way home.
Coverage from LGBTQ Nation and the Daily Herald makes clear this wasn’t a lone complaint. Activists from the Northwest Suburban Pride Network organised to raise awareness, saying they wanted residents to know what was being preached in their neighbourhood. It’s the kind of local story that quickly becomes visible because electronic signage is, by design, impossible to ignore.
The church perspective: words meant to invite conversation
Pastor James Pittman Jr. told media he had no plans to take down the messages and invited protesters to talk, framing the signage as an opportunity to share religious beliefs. Church leaders featured the messages as a matter of conscience, and outlets including Church Leaders reported the congregation’s view that their public witness was appropriate.
That stance highlights a recurring tension: when religious expression appears in public view, some treat it as protected speech, while others see it as community messaging that should be tempered near schools and civic spaces. The pastor’s open invitation for conversation reads as confident, but to many locals it felt confrontational.
Why the Pride flag fight is part of the same story
This protest didn’t happen in a vacuum. Palatine has been debating whether Village Hall should fly a Pride flag, and Mayor Jim Schwantz has argued that doing so would be political rather than inclusive. The Daily Herald and other local reporting show that advocates have steadily pushed for the flag as a symbol of welcome, while municipal leaders have resisted, insisting on the American, Illinois, Palatine and POW flags as the village’s official emblems.
That debate helps explain why the church signs struck a nerve. For those already pushing for visible municipal recognition of LGBTQ+ residents, the church messages were proof that symbolic gestures matter and that silence or neutrality can feel like permission for exclusionary language.
Practical steps for neighbours and parents
If you live nearby and are worried about children seeing charged signage, a few straightforward choices can help. Talk with your school about how they handle discussions of identity and respect in class; consider writing to the village council asking for clear guidance on signage near schools; and, if you feel safe doing so, engage in a calm conversation with church representatives or attend a public meeting to express your views.
Organisers say their protest aimed to inform neighbours, not to shut down faith expression. That balance , protecting children and public space while respecting free speech , is messy, but local civic channels like petitions, council meetings and school boards are practical places to push for change.
What happens next in Palatine
Expect the conversation to continue. Activists will probably keep pushing for the Pride flag at City Hall, and the church indicates it will keep its signage. Local outlets report both sides are digging in, but there's also room for small, constructive gestures: moderated dialogues, clear rules on signage near schools, or a community forum. Whatever follows, residents are paying attention.
It’s a small, local row with bigger echoes about symbols, space and who a town wants to be.
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