Best Ways to Keep Pride Momentum All Year: Why Visibility Still Matters
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Notice the pride flags coming down in June? Don’t let that lull you. Activists, service users and allies across Switzerland and beyond are warning that threats to LGBTQIA+ rights and safety don’t end with Pride , and that staying visible and organised year‑round is how communities protect care, services and basic freedoms.
Essential Takeaways
Rising risks: Hate crimes and repressive policies are increasing globally, making constant vigilance important. 
Intersectional impacts: Economic austerity and cuts to public services hit LGBTQIA+ people particularly hard, because many rely on health and social support. 
Global context: Attacks on queer rights often mirror or intersect with broader geopolitical and human rights crises. 
Practical action: Sustained public presence, local organising and defending service provision are concrete ways to protect community wellbeing. 
Pride isn't a calendar item , it's a practice
Pride’s colour and carnival feel make it easy to treat June as the moment that matters, but the risks that inspired Pride don’t pack up at midnight on 30 June. Organisations such as the UN stress that LGBTIQ+ people face discrimination worldwide, from daily exclusion to violent attacks, and visibility is one of the most immediate shields against erasure. When flags come down, the day‑to‑day work of safety, advocacy and solidarity has to continue.
Back in Switzerland, activists point out that a retreat into private life hands public space and narrative control to opposing forces. So, think of Pride as a kick‑off rather than a finale , keep campaigning, keep showing up and keep the conversation alive.
Cuts to public services hit queer people first
Austerity measures and public spending cuts aren't neutral; they affect people unevenly. LGBTQIA+ communities often depend disproportionately on public health, counselling and social services, so when budgets are trimmed the impact is immediate and personal. Amnesty and other rights groups have repeatedly warned that shrinking public provision undermines access to care, mental health support and gender‑affirming services.
If you want to help locally, pressure your councillors to protect service budgets, support charities doing frontline work and donate time or money to clinics and helplines that struggle when funding dries up.
Solidarity links local struggles to global crises
The politics of queer rights don't float in a vacuum; they're entangled with wider geopolitical and social conflicts. Across the world, from Cuba to Iran and other regions, laws and enforcement practices shape how safe people can be. International organisations document how repression, conflict and sanctions can magnify vulnerabilities for LGBTQIA+ people.
That means solidarity should be both local and international. Support cross‑border campaigns, listen to activists on the ground in affected countries and avoid letting complex global debates be used to silence queer voices at home.
Keep public space , and make it meaningful
Taking the street back isn’t about theatrical posturing, it's about making space where services, voices and rights are visible and claimable. Public demonstrations, regular community meet‑ups, sustained lobbying and cultural events all keep issues in sight and pressure decision‑makers to act. According to civil rights advocates, when marginalised communities withdraw from public life their freedoms are easier to curtail.
Practically, that can mean organising off‑season events, forming local neighbourhood safety groups, or partnering with other social movements so resources and visibility are shared.
How to stay involved beyond Pride
You don’t have to be an organiser to make a difference. Volunteer with a helpline, support mutual aid projects, vote with LGBTQIA+ rights in mind, and amplify underheard voices on social media. Small acts , checking in on neighbours, backing local queer charities financially, or attending council meetings , add up.
And for those worried about burnout, remember: sustained change is built on networks of people who rotate roles, share tasks and look after one another.
It's a small change that can make every day feel a little safer for everyone.
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