Best Pride Playlist Trends: Why Women Still Dominate Queer Anthems on Spotify
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Shoppers, and listeners, are turning up the volume on Pride playlists, and Spotify’s data shows one clear pattern: women are still the dominant voices of queer anthems. Here’s what listeners added, why it matters for Pride playlists in 2024, and how to spot the songs that make a party pop.
Essential Takeaways
Top pick: “Born This Way” by Lady Gaga is the most-added song across Pride playlists, signalling high-energy, celebratory tastes.
Artist dominance: Lady Gaga is the most-added artist to Pride playlists, with female artists broadly leading curator choices.
Demographic differences: Different age groups lean on different eras, Gen Z digs contemporary pop, Gen X still favours disco and classic dance.
Emotional pull: Anthems that combine empowerment, catharsis and danceable production get saved and shared more.
Playlist practicalities: If you want your Pride set to land, favour sing-along choruses, steady beats and emotional clarity.
A striking pattern: female voices still rule Pride playlists
Listeners clearly reached for defiant, celebratory songs this Pride season, and female-fronted tracks topped the charts. The most-added song across Spotify’s Pride playlists, Lady Gaga’s “Born This Way”, is a textbook anthem: bold lyrics, a towering chorus and a feel-good message that translates across ages. It’s no surprise listeners gravitate to tracks that feel like a communal hug when you play them at a gathering or on a commute.
Spotify’s Glow hub and Pride curation have amplified this trend, with official playlists and user-made lists echoing similar choices. Fans tell me these songs feel immediate and personal, easy to sing along to and impossible to ignore, perfect for a party or a reflective moment.
Where are the queer men? The list raises some eyebrows
Look closely and you’ll notice a near shut-out of male performers on the most-added Pride lists, only a handful like Troye Sivan, RuPaul and archived entries such as George Michael appear consistently. That gap matters because queer male artists have shaped club culture and queer storytelling for decades, yet current listening patterns skew female-heavy.
Part of this is cultural: certain songs by women have become shorthand for empowerment, safety and visibility in queer spaces. Another part is listener-driven playlisting, what individual users add creates momentum, and once a few female-fronted anthems catch fire they’re more likely to be re-added. It’s a cyclical popularity effect rather than a deliberate exclusion.
Disco’s legacy: older generations still reach for dancefloor classics
Gen X and older listeners keep trying to tuck disco classics back into modern Pride mixes, tracks by Donna Summer and other disco luminaries still hold a special place. Songs like “I Feel Love” changed club music forever, and older playlists spike around these classics because they connect to formative queer nightlife memories.
Younger listeners often prefer contemporary production and pop hooks, but there’s growing cross-generational interest in retro club sounds. If you’re building a playlist for mixed-age crowds, sprinkle in a few disco-era tracks with modern remixes to bridge generations and keep the floor moving.
Why certain songs become Pride staples
Anthems that stick usually do three things: they’re easy to sing along to, they offer an emotional or political message people can latch onto, and they sound great in a room full of people. Tracks that combine vulnerability with exuberance, think big choruses and hands-in-the-air moments, get re-added more than quieter, introspective songs.
For curators, that’s a handy rule of thumb. If you want a playlist that feels inclusive and energising, choose songs with a clear hook, a strong vocal centre and lyrics that celebrate identity or resilience. Also consider tempo variety, people love a breathless pop banger followed by a slow, cathartic break.
How to build a Pride playlist that actually works
Start with a handful of acknowledged anthems to give your list an emotional spine, then layer in newer voices and underrepresented artists. For mixed crowds pick a balance of female-led power songs, queer male contributions, trans artists and non-binary creators. Keep transitions smooth: match keys or tempos where possible, and don’t be afraid of a well-placed remix to connect eras.
If you’re curating for a party, lean a bit more into danceable production and sing-along choruses; for quiet listening choose lyrical depth and storytelling. And remember, a great playlist invites discovery, add one or two less-famous tracks so listeners feel like they’ve found something special.
It’s a small tweak that can make every Pride set feel more balanced and joyful.
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