Best Valley Junction Pride Festival Guide: What Happened, Who Came, and How to Join Next Year
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Shoppers and neighbours flocked to Valley Junction for the third annual Pride festival, a colourful, family-friendly street party with music, food, a pet parade and local makers , proving small-town celebrations can be lively, inclusive and genuinely fun. Here’s what went down and tips for getting involved next time.
Essential Takeaways
Event timing: The festival ran from 10 a.m., opening with Bingo and continuing through midday with a packed schedule.
Live atmosphere: Expect live music, a marching band and a drag show that added sparkle and laughs to 5th Street.
Local food and crafts: Vendors from nearby businesses sold food and LGBTQ+-themed art, crafts and goods , friendly, community-focused stalls.
Pet parade hit: A noon pet parade let owners stroll their dogs along the route, with light-hearted prizes for participants.
Welcoming vibe: Attendees described the crowd as warm and friendly , a small-town feel with big-hearted support.
A bright Saturday morning kick-off , Bingo, bands and community buzz
Valley Junction’s Pride began with a cheerful Bingo session that pulled in early arrivals, setting a relaxed, sociable tone. The street felt lively, with the smell of street food and a low hum of conversation; it was obvious people came to linger. Local organisers leaned into a neighbourhood festival model, prioritising accessible activities that welcome families, long-time residents and newcomers alike.
According to the event listings and local coverage, the mix of scheduled acts , from marching bands to drag performers , offered something for everyone, which kept people moving along 5th Street. If you’re planning to attend next year, arrive early for the best vendor choices and front-row spots for the performances.
Food stalls and makers , supporting small businesses
A key draw was the line-up of local food vendors and makers selling LGBTQ+-themed items, which turned the street into a small marketplace. The festival doubled as a shop-local moment; you could grab lunch, buy a pin or a print, and chat with the people who made them. That sense of connection matters in a place like Valley Junction, where the event helps drive footfall to independent shops.
If you’re a maker or a small cafe thinking of applying for a stall, expect a friendly crowd and good exposure. Bring plenty of change, a sturdy shelter for your stall, and small, easy-to-carry price points , visitors often buy on impulse while they stroll.
The pet parade , silly, sweet and surprisingly competitive
At noon the pet parade marched through, with dogs (and possibly a few other critters) dressed up and paraded for prizes. It added a playful, family-friendly moment to the day and encouraged people who might not normally attend Pride to join in. Pets wandering down a rainbow-lined street is an image that sticks.
For owners planning to enter a future parade, keep your pet’s temperament in mind, pack water and wipes, and don’t forget a simple costume that won’t spook them. Prizes were light-hearted rather than serious, so it’s all about fun and community spirit.
Drag, dignity and celebration , a galvanising centrepiece
A drag show brought theatrical flair to the festival, offering both performance art and an opportunity for visibility. Drag’s presence signalled that this was a Pride event as much about culture as it was about celebration. For many attendees the performances were a highlight , loud, bright and unapologetically joyful.
Organisers have been deliberate about programming that balances family-friendly fun with events that celebrate queer creativity. If you’re curious about volunteering or performing, check the Valley Junction events page early , spots fill up fast as the festival becomes an annual fixture.
What this means locally , inclusion that feels neighbourly
Valley Junction’s third consecutive Pride shows a pattern: smaller communities are embracing public celebrations that centre inclusivity without losing a local flavour. Neighbourhood festivals like this stitch together commerce, culture and activism in bite-sized, accessible ways. Attendees’ comments about friendliness and community warmth suggest the event does more than entertain , it normalises being visible and welcomed.
Looking ahead, expect more collaboration between local businesses and Pride organisers, plus incremental growth as word spreads. If you live nearby, mark your calendar and consider how you might take part , whether as an attendee, vendor, volunteer or sponsor.
It's a small change that can make every celebration feel more welcoming.
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