Best Views of San Francisco’s Giant Laser Pride Flag This Weekend
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Shoppers, revelers and skyline lovers are turning their heads to a dazzling new landmark , a four-mile rainbow of lasers beaming from the Ferry Building. WELCOME, a massive laser Pride flag, lights up Market Street for weekend celebrations and gives locals and visitors a fresh, visible symbol for Pride festivities across the city.
Essential Takeaways
When: The WELCOME laser installation debuted Friday, 26 June and runs nightly through Sunday, 28 June. 
Where to see it: Best up-close view is by the Ferry Building; lasers stretch down Market Street and are visible from many neighbourhoods. 
Scale and style: The rainbow bands span roughly four miles, creating a dramatic skyline band that reads like a flag at night. 
Other laser art: Civic Center Plaza also hosts the 7X7 laser grid this weekend; expect patriotic colours for the 4th of July. 
Event context: The display coincides with San Francisco Pride week activities, including the weekend festival and parade.
A neon flag you can see from miles away
The first thing you notice is how loudly the sky speaks , bands of rainbow light cutting across the night like a marker of celebration. According to local reports, the lasers originate at the Ferry Building and send brilliant beams down Market Street, forming a visible Pride flag that reads even from elevated neighbourhoods. It’s the kind of simple, bold gesture that photographs well and gives the city a shared point to gather around.
The installation, titled WELCOME, made its 2026 debut on 26 June and will stay on through the weekend. Organisers say the project has expanded every year since its recent inception, turning into a fast favourite among both residents and visitors.
Why organisers pick lasers for Pride
Lasers are immediate and inclusive , they don’t require an admission ticket, and anyone with a view of the downtown skyline can take it in. That makes the medium ideal for Pride, which is as much about public presence as it is about parties. There’s an electric, communal quality to standing beneath or near these beams; people are snapping photos, hugging, and calling friends over from blocks away.
Expect to spot similar work at Civic Center Plaza, where the 7X7 grid of lasers offers another, more immersive take: vertical shafts you can walk under and around. The two installations together turn parts of the city into a public art gallery for a few brilliant nights.
Where to stand for the best sightlines
For the most immediate, dramatic experience, head to the Ferry Building. You’ll be close to the source, feel the heat of the crowd, and get strong foregrounds for photos , ferries, the Embarcadero, or the Bay Bridge glow work nicely. If you prefer a panoramic take, higher ridgelines and neighbourhood viewpoints across the city provide sweeping vistas where the four-mile span becomes obvious.
Practical tip: public transport and road closures change during Pride weekend. Check SFMTA updates before you set out, allow extra time, and consider walking from a nearby BART or Muni stop to avoid delays.
How this ties into Pride weekend programming
WELCOME isn’t a standalone stunt; it complements a full slate of Pride events. Reuters-style guides and local listings map parades, the Civic Center festival and a two-day celebration running through the weekend. Families, community groups and floats will parade by day, while the lasers give the city a unified rooftop glow each evening.
If you’re planning to make an evening of it, combine a festival stop with a night-time stroll along Market Street to catch both the street-level buzz and the high-impact light show above.
Looking ahead: lasers as civic spectacle
Public light art like this is trending: it’s photogenic, inexpensive to scale, and easy to brand for holidays. The Civic Center’s 7X7 will switch to red, white and blue for the Fourth of July, showing how flexible this kind of installation can be. For now, though, the rainbow beams are the city’s banner , visible, loud and meant to welcome.
It’s a small change to the skyline, but it makes Pride feel visible from blocks and bridges away.
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