Best Moments from St. Pete Pride: Kindness, Faith and Community on Central Avenue
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Thousands turned out for St. Pete Pride to celebrate inclusivity, with vendors, churches and neighbours sharing a simple message , kindness matters and faith can be welcoming; the festival’s colourful streets showed why these conversations still matter in communities across Florida.
Vibrant turnout: Thousands attended the St. Pete Pride Festival, filling Central Avenue with music, stalls and cheering crowds. 
Kindness as a brand: Local entrepreneur Kevin brought his Kindness is Sexy apparel from Miami, selling positivity with a sturdy, eye-catching stall and a smile. 
Faith showing up: Multiple churches, including Christ the Cornerstone, set up booths offering a message of love and acceptance that many festival-goers said they needed to hear. 
Mixed emotions: The event mixed celebration with healing , people wore pride openly while some sought reconnection with faith on their own terms. 
Looking ahead: Organisers will rest briefly and start planning next year’s parade and festival, keeping the momentum going.
A colourful crowd and a simple message
The scene on Central Avenue was lively and tactile , banners, glitter and the smell of street food under bright Florida sun. Vendors and community groups handed out stickers and smiles, but what kept coming back was a repeatable phrase: be kind. According to festival organisers, this year’s turnout reinforced St. Pete Pride’s reputation as one of Florida’s biggest Pride gatherings. For many attendees, the sensory experience , music, colour, a friendly nudge , made the message land harder and stick longer.
When a slogan becomes a stall: Kindness is Sexy
Kevin, who founded the Miami-based Kindness is Sexy brand, chose St. Pete Pride as his launch pad because of the festival’s size and energy. He described selling more than shirts , he’s packaging an attitude. Shoppers liked the designs and the conversation; the apparel felt like an easy way to wear your values. If you’re thinking of supporting small businesses at Pride, look for stalls with bold messaging , they tend to be the ones people remember.
Churches at Pride: bridging faith and belonging
Christ the Cornerstone Church and several other congregations set up respectful, low-key booths to say “God loves you” in ways they hope feel different from past encounters. Pastor Jamie Shonk told festival attendees they come not to lecture but to offer a fresh reading of scripture that emphasises love and welcome. For those who have been hurt by religion, the presence of faith groups offering empathy rather than judgement felt like a small, important restorative moment.
Celebration and healing, sometimes at the same time
Pride isn’t only a party; it’s also a place where people bring complicated feelings. Some arrived wearing slogans of protest, others came seeking solace and affirmation. Festival-goers reported meaningful conversations at church booths and stalls alike , people thanking volunteers for being visible, or buying a tee because it said what they needed to hear. It’s a reminder that public festivals can serve multiple emotional purposes: joy, protest, and repair.
What this year’s event means for next year
Organisers said they’ll take a short break before diving into planning for next year’s parade and festival. Given the turnout and the range of groups represented, expect a similarly broad mix of vendors, activist tables and faith-based booths next year. If you want to join in, consider volunteering early , spots fill fast, and the planning window opens soon.
It's a small change that can make every gathering feel safer and more welcoming.
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