Best Pride Night Ideas from the Golden State Valkyries: How Inclusion Became Game Night
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Shoppers are turning to community-first sports nights , the Golden State Valkyries’ Pride Night at Chase Center shows how a new WNBA franchise is making inclusivity the headline act, turning themed nights into full-bodied culture that matters for fans, players and the Bay Area.
Essential takeaways
Visible welcome: The Valkyries have built game nights that feel welcoming, with Pride Night making inclusion the main event.
Player support: Team leaders emphasise authenticity and safety, creating a warm, genuine atmosphere.
Fan network: A grassroots group, the ValQueeries, organises meetups and watch parties and has become part of the team’s orbit.
Local roots: The Bay Area’s history of activism gives the team’s stance extra resonance and meaning.
Beyond the court: Halftime drag acts and themed programming make the arena itself part of the message.
Pride Night as a statement, not a stunt
The strongest thing about the Valkyries’ Pride Night is that it reads as sincere , you can feel it in the way the building and the crowd shift, a warmer, louder welcome that’s hard to miss. According to the team’s own announcement, Friday’s event is their second annual Pride game at Chase Center, signalling an ongoing commitment rather than a one-off moment. Players and staff say they want people to feel safe and seen, and that intention is the headline: it’s about atmosphere as much as entertainment. If you’re picking which game to attend, go for one of these themed nights when you want community energy alongside the action.
Players talk authenticity , and it shows
Natalie Nakase summed it up plainly: inclusivity is central, and she loves that people can show up as their authentic selves. Other players echo that sentiment; Gabby Williams has pointed out visible changes in the arena, from a kiss cam that’s truly inclusive to fans who feel comfortable being themselves. That kind of player-led endorsement matters because it steers the culture on and off court, and it helps fans trust that Pride Night isn’t just marketing. For families and allies, that means you can expect an environment that’s intentionally welcoming.
Grassroots fans made visible: the ValQueeries effect
A grassroots fan group called the ValQueeries has turned up the volume, organising watch parties, meetups and community events that cross from online chat to real seats at Chase Center. Megan Doherty-Baker, a co-founder, has noted that the team and the group are now mutually aware , the Valkyries know the ValQueeries exist and vice versa , which is a simple but powerful change for fandom. When fans organise, teams listen; that dynamic is why Pride Night feels rooted in real community energy. If you’re thinking of joining, start with a watch party to feel the vibe before you buy a ticket.
The Bay Area backdrop gives it extra weight
This isn’t happening in a cultural vacuum. The Bay Area’s long history of civil rights and LGBTQ+ activism , from Harvey Milk to other local movements , gives the Valkyries’ choices extra context and credibility. Journalists and commentators have traced how the team’s identity fits into the region’s activist traditions, and that alignment is part of why fans respond so warmly. For visitors, the game becomes a small civic tour: you’re not just watching basketball, you’re witnessing a local culture that prizes inclusion.
Programming that makes the arena part of the message
The Valkyries have used more than banners to make inclusion tangible: themed nights, halftime drag performances and community programming turn the Chase Center into an active participant in Pride Night. That matters because it shifts the focus from a single slogan to an experience you can see, hear and feel , colourful halftime shows, inclusive camera cues, and fan-led spaces. If you care about accessibility or sensory details, check the event page for specifics like quiet areas or family zones before you go.
It's a small change that can make every game feel like somewhere you belong.
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