Best Pride Coffee Pop-Up in Charlottesville: Drag Queen Baristas Raise Funds for Self-Defence Group
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Shoppers are flocking to a small Charlottesville café this weekend as Tribute Coffee blends Pride celebration with charity , drag queen baristas Jackie Of All Trades and Darling Nikki will serve drinks and smiles while 20% of gross sales support local non‑profit Fight Like a GRRRL.
Essential Takeaways
Who and where: Tribute Coffee in Charlottesville will host drag baristas Jackie Of All Trades and Darling Nikki this Sunday, mixing performance with service in a cosy neighbourhood shop. 
Charity impact: Tribute will donate 20% of gross sales between 10am and 3pm to Fight Like a GRRRL, which runs free self‑defence workshops across Central Virginia. 
Pay and culture: Tribute operates a living‑wage, no‑tipping model, but tips will be accepted at this LGBTQIA+‑friendly fundraiser and are customary for drag performers. 
Community reach: The cafe has a track record of successful charity days, previously raising several hundred dollars during similar events. 
Practical note: Look for Tribute’s pink signs with a black cartoon dog; the shop is at 1932 Arlington Blvd #8.
A bright, theatrical twist on your morning flat white
If you’re used to quick, quiet coffee runs, this is different , think sequins and espresso. Tribute Coffee’s owner Jordan Kessler has toyed with the idea of drag baristas for a while, and Pride Month provided the nudge to make it happen. The result is a friendly, visual celebration that doubles as a fundraiser, and it’s as much about community atmosphere as it is about caffeine.
The event blends performance and purpose: customers get a show with their latte while the café channels a chunk of sales to a local cause. It’s the sort of neighbourhood event that feels celebratory without being stuffy, and it gives people a gentle way to encounter drag culture in a low‑pressure setting.
Why Fight Like a GRRRL benefits , and why it matters
Fight Like a GRRRL (FLAG) offers free self‑defence sessions aimed at helping people move through public spaces without fear. Demand for these workshops has surged in the past two years, so funds raised at community pop‑ups help FLAG train more instructors and expand capacity.
According to FLAG organisers, proceeds go straight into making workshops more accessible and offering additional training. That practical, local focus makes a coffee shop fundraiser feel tangible: it’s not just symbolic support, it’s fuel for more classes and real‑world safety skills.
How Tribute’s model shapes the event
Tribute is a specialty coffee shop that uses the Living Wage Calculator developed by MIT to set pay, and it normally runs as a no‑tipping establishment. For the Pride fundraiser, however, tips for drag performers will be welcome , a nod to the culture around drag where tipping is common practice.
That mix of fair pay and tip culture means customers can support staff and performers in different ways. If you want to help beyond buying a drink, bringing a small tip for the performers or spreading the word will do plenty to boost the cause.
Practical tips for attending and supporting
If you’re planning to pop in, aim for the 10am–3pm window when 20% of sales are donated. Expect a busy, upbeat vibe; the café has previously raised $300–$400 on charity days, so come early if you want a seat. Wear something colourful if you like , performers will be in drag , or just bring friends and a camera for a lively weekend outing.
If you can’t make it, check Fight Like a GRRRL’s website for other fundraising events and workshops. Small local donations or sharing their event listings helps FLAG scale workshops and reach more people across Central Virginia.
What this says about local culture and the future
Events like this show how small businesses can weave activism, art and commerce together in ways that feel natural. Tribute has worked with other charities in the past, and this fundraiser signals continued community engagement with causes that are practical and immediate.
For many attendees, the attraction will be equal parts spectacle and solidarity: you get a memorable coffee run and you help fund self‑defence classes that might change someone’s life. It’s a small, bright example of how local initiatives can make Pride month more concrete and useful for the wider community.
It's a small change that can make every visit a bit kinder and a bit braver.
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