Best Helsinki Pride 2024 Moments: Why the Parade Drew Over 100,000 People
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Bursting with colour and purpose, Helsinki’s Pride drew huge crowds this weekend as people marched, danced and raised a new-progress flag at the Presidential Palace , a vivid celebration of inclusion that mattered locally and sent a clear message internationally.
Essential Takeaways
Mass turnout: Organisers and police reported roughly 100,000 people marching from Senate Square to Kaivopuisto, filling streets with flags and costumes.
Sunny setting: The parade enjoyed warm, clear weather , highs around 25°C , which helped create a festive, outdoor-party atmosphere.
Flag raised: The Presidential Palace hoisted the Progress Pride flag, signalling official support for trans, migrant and queer communities.
Park festival: Around 50,000 people attended the Kaivopuisto festival, with live music, stalls and family-friendly activities.
Community mood: The event blended exuberant celebration with calls for equality and human rights, visible in speeches and banners.
A parade that felt like a city-wide street party
Helsinki’s streets were a rainbow runway this weekend, with people in sequins, leather and everyday clothes sharing space and smiles. According to local reporting, participants streamed from the historic Senate Square towards Kaivopuisto, a route that allowed the procession to cross the heart of the city and show up in full colour. The warmth of the day , a pleasant 25°C , made it feel less like a demonstration and more like a neighbourhood festival, with music and chatter spilling into cafés and parks along the way.
How the Progress Pride flag made a statement
Not far from where the march ended, the Finnish Presidential Palace raised the Progress Pride flag in a ceremony that put equality firmly on the national agenda. The flag, designed to include trans colours and brown and black stripes to acknowledge marginalised groups, was highlighted by the presidency as a gesture for gender equity and human rights. Official flag-raisings like this one matter because they turn symbolic support into visible government recognition.
Festival vibes at Kaivopuisto , why 50,000 turned up
The celebrations didn’t stop at the parade. The Kaivopuisto park festival drew roughly 50,000 people who stayed on for performances, stalls and community gatherings. Organisers told local media that the festival offered something for everyone , from family-friendly areas to late-afternoon DJ sets , which helps explain the wide demographic the event attracted. If you’re planning to go next year, take cashless options and expect long but lively queues.
What this says about Pride in Helsinki , and beyond
This year’s turnout reflects a broader trend: Pride events in Nordic capitals are becoming both big cultural celebrations and platforms for political messaging. Local outlets say the size and tone of Helsinki’s event underlines strong public engagement with LGBTQ+ issues, while also reminding visitors that Pride still centres calls for rights and protection for less visible groups, like migrants and trans people. For residents, it’s a chance to celebrate progress; for policymakers, a reminder there’s more work to do.
Practical tips if you want to experience Pride next time
Plan for crowds and sun. Wear comfortable shoes, pack water, and agree on a meeting point with friends in case your phone dies. If you want quieter moments, head to park fringes or family zones rather than the main procession route. And if you’re travelling, check local transport updates , organisers often boost services but expect delays.
It's a small change that can make every Pride celebration safer, louder and more welcoming.
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