Best Toluca Lake Pride Fest: Neighbourhood’s First LGBTQ+ Celebration
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Celebrate community spirit this Sunday , Toluca Lake’s first-ever Pride Fest, organised by two local gym owners, brings drag bingo, DJs, family activities and a petting zoo to Mariota Avenue, offering a bright, neighbourly alternative to larger Pride parades and a real sense of local inclusion.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Toluca Lake Pride Fest runs Sunday, 9am–3pm, at Mariota Avenue and Riverside Drive, in the Gelson’s parking lot. 
Who organised it: John Paul Batista and Leonardo Foti of NoHo Gym rallied neighbours to create the event after attending Dodgers’ Pride Night. 
What to expect: Drag bingo, live DJs and performances, kids’ activities including a petting zoo, and a welcoming, family-friendly vibe. 
Community feel: The festival aims to include LGBTQ+ families, allies and local businesses , it’s intimate, walkable and easy to join. 
Accessibility: Blocked-off street and outdoor setup make it stroller- and pet-friendly; arrive early for parking and best spots.
A last-minute idea that feels like it was always meant to happen
The story began with a handful of friends and a Dodgers’ Pride Night, but it quickly ballooned into something bigger. According to reporting, gym owners John Paul Batista and Leonardo Foti found themselves wondering why Toluca Lake didn’t have its own Pride event, and with a few dozen enthusiastic neighbours , and a party bus that proved the demand , they set things in motion. Expect a festive, slightly improvised energy that’s part grassroots charm, part neighbourhood block party, and entirely celebratory.
What’s on the roster , something for every age
Organisers lined up a packed but friendly programme: drag bingo for laughs, DJs keeping the mood upbeat, live entertainment and kid-focused attractions like a petting zoo. It’s intentionally family-friendly, with lots of activities designed to draw local parents and children alongside LGBTQ+ residents and allies. If you’re picturing an oversized carnival, don’t , the festival is compact and community-oriented, so it’s easy to move between stages and stalls.
Why a Toluca Lake Pride matters
Toluca Lake isn’t far from the big-city parades on Hollywood Boulevard or Long Beach, but local residents wanted something closer to home , a place where gym members, small-business owners and families could gather without a long commute. The festival taps into a wider trend of neighbourhood-level Pride events that offer accessibility and intimacy, while still standing in solidarity with larger celebrations across Los Angeles County. For many attendees, it’s about visibility where they live, day-to-day.
Practical tips for attending
If you’re planning to go, aim to arrive early: the event runs 9am–3pm and the space is compact, so parking can fill up. Bring sunscreen and a hat for shade, and expect a walkable layout in the Gelson’s parking area on Mariota Avenue. Families will appreciate stroller access and kid-friendly programming, and pets are welcome in many outdoor festival areas , always check on-leash rules at the gate. Cash and digital payment options vary by stall, so have both handy.
The local ripple effect , businesses and bonds
The festival wasn’t a solo project: nearby businesses pitched in, and a block closure was secured to make the day feel celebratory and safe. That kind of community collaboration matters long after the music stops; it can lead to ongoing events, stronger neighbour ties, and more visible support for LGBTQ+ families in everyday places. Expect organisers to watch turnout closely , a successful debut could mean Toluca Lake Pride becomes an annual highlight.
It's a small, joyful step that brings Pride right into the heart of a neighbourhood.
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