Best Pride Mural in Dublin: Joe Caslin’s 'Seen' Puts Trans Visibility Centre Stage
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Shoppers and city walkers have a new landmark to pause at , Joe Caslin’s 50ft mural 'Seen' has gone up on Townsend Street, featuring a young trans man and celebrating visibility ahead of Dublin Pride this weekend. It’s a bold, human-sized reminder of who belongs in the city and why recognition matters.
Essential Takeaways
Large-scale impact: The 50ft installation sits at 180–187 Townsend Street, just behind Pearse Street Garda Station, and is visible from passing streets.
Collaborative roots: The piece was created after a six-month design process with 12 LGBTQ+ Ukrainian refugees living in Ireland.
Emotional aim: The artist describes the work as about recognition and belonging, not spectacle , it focuses on being seen and heard.
Context of the artist: Joe Caslin is known for visible public works, including the widely recognised ‘The Claddagh Embrace’ from the 2015 marriage equality campaign.
Practical note: The mural arrives ahead of Pride, offering a quiet, poignant site for reflection amid the weekend’s protest and celebration.
A mural that asks to be noticed , without shouting
Caslin’s new mural immediately feels human in scale, the figure’s expression quiet rather than performative, and that restraint is the point. According to local coverage, the artist emphasised that 'Seen' is about visibility as recognition , the sort that says, I know you’re here and you matter. It’s a softer kind of public statement, the kind that stops people mid-step and invites a second look.
Made with people, not just for them
This isn’t a solo studio piece dropped onto a wall; Caslin spent six months collaborating with a group of 12 LGBTQ+ Ukrainian refugees in Ireland to shape the design. That process shows in the mural’s layered message , it’s personal and political in the best way. When art is co-created like this, it tends to land truer with communities who see themselves reflected.
Placed where it will be seen , literally and symbolically
The mural’s location, just behind Pearse Street Garda Station at Townsend Street, matters. Public art near civic spaces carries an extra weight: it’s claiming civic visibility. Given Caslin’s history , his Claddagh Embrace became an emblem during the 2015 marriage equality referendum , this placement continues his streak of turning urban walls into sites of social conversation.
Pride as protest and celebration , this piece sits in both spaces
Caslin himself has reflected that Pride remains a protest even as the community marks progress, and you can feel that tension in 'Seen'. The mural is timely for the Pride weekend because it asks viewers to consider whose rights have advanced and whose still need defence. For anyone attending events, the wall offers a quieter moment amid the banners and music , a reminder of the people whose stories are still being fought for.
How to approach the mural , small practical tips
If you’re heading to see 'Seen', go at a time when the light is soft , mornings and late afternoons bring out texture in large-scale works. Take a moment to read the faces and imagine the collaborative conversations behind them; the mural was shaped by people who’d recently fled conflict and found new lives here. And if you share images on social media, consider tagging local community groups or Pride organisers to keep the focus on the people represented.
It's a small change in the cityscape with a big invitation: notice each other a little more.
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