Best Conversion Practices Bill: What the New UK Draft Law Means for LGBTQ+ Protection
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Shoppers of rights and campaigners alike have welcomed a long-overdue move: the UK government has published a draft Conversion Practices Bill to criminalise abusive attempts to change or suppress someone’s sexual orientation or gender identity, a step aimed at protecting LGBTQ+ people from harm.
Essential Takeaways
New criminal offences: The draft bill would make carrying out harmful conversion practices a criminal act, with possible custodial sentences.
Trans-inclusive protections: The government says the legislation covers attempts to change sexual orientation and gender identity, aligning with international best practice.
Exemptions for care: Legitimate healthcare, therapeutic support and open conversations are carved out to avoid criminalising ordinary clinical practice.
Preventive measures: New protection orders are proposed to safeguard people at risk, and the law would target those who encourage or assist practices even overseas.
Consultation and scrutiny: The draft faces pre-legislative scrutiny and will be refined through consultation with stakeholders and experts.
What the bill actually proposes , and who it protects
The headline is simple: the draft bill would create criminal offences for conversion practices that cause serious harm, alarm or distress, and it includes the possibility of custodial sentences for perpetrators. The government says these measures are needed because existing laws have not addressed the particular mix of psychological pressure, coercion and sometimes physical abuse that victims report. According to ministers, the text is explicitly trans-inclusive, meaning it covers efforts aimed at changing someone’s gender identity as well as their sexual orientation. For people who’ve campaigned for years, this is reassurance that the new law is intended to be broad and protective rather than narrowly targeted.
Why campaigners and charities call it long‑overdue
LGBTQ+ groups and charities have described the publication as a vital step after prolonged campaigning. Organisations such as Stonewall and the Ban Conversion Therapy Coalition welcomed the draft as recognition that these practices are a distinct form of abuse rather than a matter of debate. Their reaction is rooted in testimony: survivors recount manipulation, threats and at times physical or sexual violence. That emotional weight has pushed this from a policy promise into a visible piece of legislation, and campaigners want the final bill to be robust and enforceable.
Carving out care: exemptions for therapists and clinicians
The government has tried to thread a needle by including exemptions for legitimate healthcare, therapeutic support and routine conversations. Dr Hilary Cass, author of the Cass Review, has said it’s important clinicians feel able to provide holistic care without fear of litigation. That balance matters in practice: you want to stop harmful, coercive “treatments” while not deterring competent professionals from helping young people explore identity and wellbeing. If you’re a parent or a clinician, the practical takeaway is to document clinical intent and consent clearly and to steer well away from any language or practice that frames LGBTQ+ identities as pathological.
Extra tools: protection orders and overseas reach
Beyond criminal offences, the draft bill would create new protection orders to keep people safe and would criminalise the encouragement or assistance of conversion practices even when arranged outside England and Wales. That’s significant for families and communities that use online networks or travel to access services abroad. In short, the law aims to cut off both the direct abuse and the networks that enable it. For anyone worried their child or loved one might be vulnerable, police and legal routes to preventive orders could offer earlier intervention than prosecution alone.
What comes next: scrutiny, consultation and enforcement questions
The draft will undergo pre-legislative scrutiny and further consultation with stakeholders, designed to refine the details and test how the law will work in practice. Equality and human rights bodies and campaign groups will press for clarity on definitions, investigatory powers and victim support. Enforcement will be the real test , prosecutors, police and health services will need guidance, training and resources if the promise of protection is to translate into fewer people harmed. Expect heated debate over definitions, free speech boundaries and how to handle complex family or faith contexts.
It's a small but meaningful legal step that could make everyday life safer for many LGBTQ+ people.
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