Best Baton Rouge Pride Fest Guide: What to Expect at Raising Cane’s River Center

[image: ]
Celebrate loud, proud and local , Baton Rouge Pride Fest returns to the Raising Cane’s River Center this Saturday, with music, drag, family-friendly activities and free entry for the whole community. Here’s what to know, where to go, and why this year’s lineup matters.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Baton Rouge Pride Fest runs Saturday, doors open 11:30am, festival 12–5pm at Raising Cane’s River Center Arena , easy to reach downtown. 
Free and family-friendly: The event is open to everyone at no cost, with programming for kids, families and allies. 
Live entertainment: Headline set from pop artist and LGBTQ+ advocate David Archuleta, plus local bands, Greek showcases, drag queens and a national drag king lineup. 
Resources on site: Expect community services, educational outreach, affirming health partners and local vendors , useful if you need support or want to connect. 
What to bring: Pack water, sunscreen, a small bag for vendor finds and an open mind , the vibe is welcoming and colourful.
How the day is laid out: timings, venue and what to plan for
Doors swing open at 11:30am and the festival runs noon until 5pm, so you’ve got a clear afternoon window for performances and stalls. The Raising Cane’s River Center is centrally located downtown, with plenty of nearby parking and visitor amenities, according to venue listings. Arrive early if you want a front-row spot for the headline acts or to browse the vendors before the crowd builds. Bring cash and card; food stalls and makers usually take both.
The headline acts and the must-see performances
David Archuleta tops the bill this year, bringing a mainstream pop presence and LGBTQ+ advocacy to the stage. Alongside him are local favourites like The Specs, a Greek Showcase and an all-star “Drag Queens Finest” production. There’s also a drag king showcase with performers travelling in from across the country, which adds national flavour to a very local festival. If you love live theatre, colour and camp, the drag performances are where the energy spikes.
Family-friendly moments and community programming
Organisers have made an effort to keep Pride Fest accessible and suitable for families, with Drag Queen Story Time and interactive activities for kids listed in festival materials. Community resource tables, educational outreach and affirming organisations will be on site, so it’s a good opportunity to learn about support services or volunteer groups. The aim is clear: visibility and welcome, whether you’re a longtime ally or curious newcomer.
Health, outreach and local partnerships on show
The event is presented by groups including the AIDS Healthcare Foundation and Open Health Care Clinic, and local providers will have information and staff available. That means you can access referrals, pick up literature on safe practices and speak to practitioners in a casual setting. Community health presence at Pride has become a practical norm , it’s both supportive and quietly important for long-term wellbeing.
Practical tips for attendees and a friendly dos-and-don’ts list
Do wear comfortable shoes and a light layer in case the arena gets cool. Do check the festival schedule online before you go so you don’t miss headline sets or special showcases. Don’t bring large bags if you can avoid them; venues often have security checks. Do support local vendors , food stalls and artists make the festival a neighbourhood celebration. And do come with curiosity: Pride Fest is part party, part public service, and part community living room.
It's a small change that makes Pride more welcoming , show up, enjoy the performances, and leave feeling a bit lighter.
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