Best Rooftop Pride Parties Above Minneapolis: Where to Drink, Dance and Soak Up the View
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Shoppers and partygoers are flocking upward this Pride weekend , rooftop bars and hotel decks across Minneapolis are serving brunches, tea dances and DJ sets where the skyline meets celebration. Here’s where to go, what to expect and how to pick the best rooftop vibe for your crew.
Essential Takeaways
On the Rox: Rooftop cocktail bar above Roxy’s Cabaret with games, picnic tables and a relaxed vibe; hosts post-parade tea dance and drag shows.
Roxy’s Pride line-up: Drag brunch and evening Pride Anthem shows, plus DJ sets and a rooftop brunch buffet , lively and performance-centred.
Hewing Hotel Rooftop: Pool-deck party “Sun’s Out, Buns Out” with DJ, colourful cocktails and skyline views; staff-curated summer drinks and shareable food.
Vibe differences: Choose On the Rox for intimate drag energy and interactive games; pick Hewing for skyline views, hotel amenities and poolside parties.
Practical tip: Arrive early for brunch or the tea dance, wear comfortable shoes for outdoor decking, and check event pages for reservation or ticket requirements.
Why rooftops are the new Pride parade hangouts
Rooftop bars give you fresh air, an elevated view and a contained, celebratory atmosphere , perfect for Pride. On the Rox, the rooftop above Roxy’s Cabaret, bills itself as a welcoming spot with picnic tables, skeeball and life‑size Connect Four, so it feels playful and community‑driven. The setting means you can sit back with a drink and still be part of the buzz, whether you came from Loring Park or the parade route.
The rise of rooftop events follows the pandemic era’s turn toward outdoor social spaces, and venues have leaned into programming that keeps crowds moving and engaged. For Pride weekend, that translates into tea dances, post‑parade brunches and DJ sets that run well into the night.
On the Rox: drag shows, tea dances and a neighbourhood feel
Owners Sam and Dion Turner designed Roxy’s and its rooftop to be safe, celebratory spaces for LGBTQ+ guests, and that ethos carries through to On the Rox. Expect a packed schedule across the weekend , rooftop brunches and buffets, DJ Michel.Be spinning late, Pride Anthem drag shows in the evening, and a Sunday post‑parade tea dance with DJ Ty Jordan.
If you want interaction, On the Rox delivers: it’s a mix of loungey corners and active games, so groups that like moving between a cosy chat and a dancefloor will be happiest. Practical tip: doors and show times vary, so check the venue’s schedule before you go to snag the best seats.
Roxy’s Cabaret: late‑night tradition and the big drag brunch
Roxy’s has long been a drag venue, and Pride weekend is when that history shines. The post‑parade drag brunch features well‑known performers and a lively crowd , it’s where performers and audience meet in a big, celebratory room. If you want bold entertainment and a classic cabaret feel, make this your stop.
Timing matters: doors open after the parade and the show starts a little later, so plan for a late‑afternoon arrival. Consider booking ahead or arriving early to avoid queues, especially if you want a table near the stage.
Hewing Hotel: skyline views, pool deck parties and summer cocktails
Hewing’s rooftop leans into spectacle , big skyline vistas, a spa pool and splashy seasonal drinks, including a signature bright pink cocktail each summer. The hotel’s “Sun’s Out, Buns Out” pool‑deck party is a highlight of Pride weekend, with DJ Shiek and branded sponsors setting a lively, beachy tone in the middle of downtown.
This spot tends to attract a crowd that values atmosphere as much as the playlist, and the staff energy is part of the appeal. If you’re planning photos, proposals or sunset selfies, Hewing’s view is hard to beat. Practical note: check whether pool access or special tickets are required for the deck events.
How to choose which rooftop fits your weekend plans
First, decide your priority: performance and drag energy, or skyline cocktails and poolside lounging? On the Rox is intimate and interactive; Roxy’s is performer‑forward; Hewing is panoramic and social‑media friendly. Also consider practicalities , do you want to dance all night, or enjoy a chill brunch? Are you rolling with a big group that needs picnic tables, or a couple after a sunset drink?
Finally, think about timing and tickets. Many rooftop events have staggered programming across the day and night, so you can hop between venues if you pace it. Bring a lightweight jacket for evening rooftop breezes and be ready to queue , these spots are popular and fill fast during Pride.
It's a small change to your weekend plans that can make Pride feel larger than life , pick a rooftop, lift your drink and enjoy the view.
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