Best Pride Night Splash: Orioles’ Bird Bath Gets a Drag Guest Splasher
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Shoppers and fans are noticing the Baltimore Orioles leaning into Pride Night with a splash of theatrical flair , they’ve invited RuPaul’s Drag Race alum Heidi N Closet to be Guest Splasher in the Bird Bath zone at Camden Yards, a move that’s caught attention because the area sits beside the kid-focused Home Run Porch.
Essential Takeaways
Who and what: The Orioles tapped Heidi N Closet, a drag performer known from RuPaul’s Drag Race, to serve as Guest Splasher in the Tower Federal Credit Union Bird Bath during Pride Night. 
Where it happens: The Bird Bath is in left field (sections 84 and 86) and sprays fans on big hits; it sits adjacent to the Under Armour Kids Home Run Porch (sections 76–82). 
Family feel: The Home Run Porch is marketed specifically for kids 12 and under with adult chaperones and kid-friendly activities like face painting and bracelet-making. 
Event extras: Pride Night includes giveaways (jerseys for the first 15,000 fans), themed food and drink, music, and pregame activities to create a festive atmosphere. 
Public reaction: Social posts were swift and mixed, with some fans questioning the proximity of a drag performer to a child-oriented area.
A bold pick for a splash zone moment
The Orioles chose a recognisable entertainer to liven a fan-favourite attraction, and it’s hard not to picture the scene: sudden spritzes, laughter and a colourful pop of Pride regalia against the classic Camden Yards backdrop. The Bird Bath tradition already makes for playful, damp memories; adding a guest performer raises the showmanship.
According to the team’s Pride Night promotions, the Guest Splasher slot is a deliberate highlight in a larger celebration. That means the splash won’t be a one-off stunt but part of a full evening of themed touches, giveaways and family activities at the ballpark.
Why some fans paused at the placement
The Bird Bath is a lively, interactive area that can drench willing spectators, and it’s physically next to the Home Run Porch , a dedicated kids’ space promoted as the “ultimate gameday destination for kids and their families.” That proximity triggered quick reactions online, with some fans wondering whether placing a drag performer beside a child-focused section felt mismatched.
It’s worth noting the Orioles have framed Pride Night as inclusive programming for all ages, pairing the splash moment with a raft of kid-friendly activities like face painting, friendship bracelet making and themed snacks. For many families, the night will feel celebratory and accessible; for others, the juxtaposition raised questions about appropriateness.
How MLB’s recent Pride controversies colour the conversation
Major League Baseball has been navigating Pride Nights and related controversies this season, so any high-profile Pride activation gets extra scrutiny. Teams have been trying to balance celebration, brand inclusivity and fan comfort while avoiding the kind of uniform-policy disputes that grabbed headlines earlier.
Because of that context, a visibly theatrical pick for a public, family-adjacent role naturally becomes part of the league-wide conversation about what Pride programming looks like at ballparks and how teams communicate intent to fans.
Practical tips if you’re heading to Pride Night
If you plan to attend and want to make the evening work for your family, a few simple moves help. Pick seats slightly away from the splash zone if you don’t want surprise sprays, or join the fun if you do , bring a light poncho, a towel or a sense of adventure. Check the team’s Pride Night webpage for giveaways, start times and kid activities so you can line up early for jerseys and face-paint stations.
The Orioles also promoted travel incentives and pregame activities, so factor in arrival time if you want photos or crafts before first pitch.
What this says about ballpark programming going forward
Teams are experimenting with ways to make ballparks feel like community spaces, not just sports venues, and that means blending performance, celebration and family entertainment in new ways. The Orioles’ choice is an example of programming that’s meant to be visible and viral , it’ll likely keep fans talking and push other clubs to think harder about placement, messaging and how family spaces are signposted.
Whether you love the idea or wince at the setup, it’s a reminder that stadiums are cultural stages now, and small production details can spark big conversations.
It's a small change that can make every game feel a bit more like a community party , or a reminder to check your seat map before you buy.
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