Best Library Craft Nights for Building LGBTQ+ Community Bonds
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Shoppers and makers are turning up their needles and glue sticks , and finding more than crafts. A monthly "Work in Progress Wednesdays" at Port Washington's W.J. Niederkorn Library is grown into a quiet, reliable safe space for LGBTQ+ teens and adults, offering creativity, company and community in Ozaukee County.
Essential Takeaways
Monthly meet-up: Work in Progress Wednesdays runs the fourth Wednesday each month in the library’s refurbished community room.
Open to all: The event welcomes teens and adults, and any creative pursuit , knitting, drawing, cross-stitch or cutting and pasting.
Calm, inclusive vibe: Organisers emphasise a space that suits both quiet makers and chatty crafters, with a warm, nonjudgemental atmosphere.
Partnership power: The series is a collaboration between the W.J. Niederkorn Library and Port Washington Pride, showing how local groups can create year‑round resources.
Accessible location: Held at the public library, the event sits within a familiar, low‑pressure civic setting , easy to reach and easy to join.
Why a craft night feels like a safe space
There’s something quietly powerful about sitting around a table with scissors and yarn, where the work itself lowers the stakes and conversation follows. According to organisers, the emphasis is deliberately on the environment rather than the project, so people feel free to be themselves while they make. That “soft” approach helps newcomers relax, and the refurbished community room gives the nights a comfortable, lived‑in feel.
Libraries have long been civic living rooms, and this use of the space plays to that strength. For LGBTQ+ attendees and allies, a recurring creative get‑together offers the predictability of a safe place without the intensity of formal support groups. If you want gentle company while you finish a project, this is designed for you.
How the partnership with Port Washington Pride shapes the night
The collaboration between the library and Port Washington Pride turned a simple craft meet‑up into a reliable resource beyond Pride Month. Volunteers from Port Pride attend regularly and help foster inclusivity , not by policing conversations, but by modelling welcome and availability. That partnership also signals to the wider community that the council of civic groups supports ongoing inclusion.
This kind of cross‑organisational work is a neat template: libraries bring space and a low‑barrier invitation; community groups bring networks and purpose. Together they create something neither could do as well alone.
Practical tips if you want to join or start something similar
If you’re thinking of popping in, bring whatever you’re working on and plan to stay an hour or two , the point is slow, simple company. If you’d like to start a similar night elsewhere, secure a consistent, comfortable room, partner with a local community organisation, and advertise that all skill levels are welcome. A few refreshments, a couple of folding tables and clear accessibility info will make a big difference.
For parents or teens wondering whether to attend, note the event is open to both teens and adults and sits in a public, supervised library space, which can feel safer than private venues for first‑timers.
What attendees say , and what that suggests for the future
Longtime local volunteers say they’re pleasantly surprised by the resources now available in Port Washington; what was unimaginable decades ago now feels like ordinary civic life. Regulars appreciate that the event accommodates different personalities , quiet and loud alike , and that it deliberately exists year‑round. That continuity matters: safe spaces that disappear after a season don’t build the same trust.
Looking ahead, recurring creative nights like this could become a model for other small towns aiming to expand inclusive programming without huge budgets. It’s a low‑cost, high‑impact way to make a library the kind of place where people not only borrow books, but feel they belong.
It's a small change that can make every night a bit safer and more creative.
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