Best Conversion Practices Ban Coverage: What the Draft Bill Means for LGBT+ Rights
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Shoppers for justice are cheering a long‑promised step: the UK Government has published a draft Bill to ban conversion practices in England and Wales, and campaigners say it could finally curb harmful religious and pseudo‑therapeutic interventions that target LGBT+ people. Here's what to know and why it matters.
Essential Takeaways
Draft published: The Government has released a draft Bill to prohibit conversion practices in England and Wales.
Broad harms noted: Practices include coercive counselling, forced prayer, exorcisms and pseudo‑psychological interventions that leave people ashamed, anxious or traumatised.
Campaigners pushing for strength: Humanists UK and others want the law to be trans‑inclusive, cover medical and non‑medical settings, and close religious‑freedom or “consent” loopholes.
Evidence of ongoing problem: Investigations show some groups promoting conversion practices have grown financially, underlining the need for enforceable measures.
Next steps: The Bill will enter consultation and scrutiny; campaigners will analyse details and lobby for tight, clear protections.
Why this draft Bill feels like a turning point
The publication of a draft Bill is the clearest sign yet that promises to end conversion practices are moving from rhetoric to regulation. Campaigners and survivors describe the relief as visceral , a cautious optimism mixed with the memory of repeated delays. Humanists UK, which has campaigned for decades, welcomed the move and said it marks the start of a process to deliver meaningful legal protection.
Behind the celebration, there’s a sharp reminder of what’s at stake: conversion practices aren’t abstract ideas but real, often faith‑based interventions that leave people feeling humiliated and harmed. That personal testimony and policy attention together make this moment politically significant.
What counts as a conversion practice , and why that definition matters
Lawmakers need a clear legal definition to catch coercive practices without criminalising proper, ethical support. Conversion practices include deliberate attempts to change or suppress someone’s sexual orientation or gender identity, ranging from so‑called prayer counselling to exorcisms and pseudo‑therapy.
Humanists UK argues the ban must cover both sexual orientation and gender identity, and apply across medical and non‑medical environments. That distinction matters for parents, clinicians and faith leaders who want to offer supportive, non‑directive counselling; the law should protect genuine help while outlawing pressure that has a predetermined “change” outcome.
Where campaigners want the Bill strengthened
Advocates are watching the consultation closely. Their asks are simple: no loopholes allowing religious practice to shield abuse; no escape routes for services that claim “consent” when young or vulnerable people are involved; and explicit trans‑inclusion. Humanists UK has emphasised these points, and survivors’ accounts bring weight to the arguments.
So expect detailed lobbying during the consultation phase , dozens of charities and survivors’ groups will press MPs to harden language and enforcement mechanisms. That push could shape the final Act in ways that matter to everyday safety and access to redress.
Evidence shows the problem persists, and why enforcement will be key
Recent investigations have shown that some organisations promoting conversion practices have grown substantially, financially and in reach, in recent years. That growth underlines why a law without teeth would be inadequate: enforcement, funding for awareness, and routes for victims to seek help will all be needed.
Parliamentary debate and coverage highlight that this is not just a moral question but a public‑safety and human‑rights issue. If the Bill is to be effective, it will need clear offences, sensible thresholds for criminalisation, and support services for those harmed.
What this means for people and practitioners today
If you’re a survivor or work with LGBT+ people, this draft Bill is an invitation to engage: respond to consultations, share evidence, and demand clarity. For faith communities and therapists, it’s a prompt to audit practice , ensure counselling is non‑directive, informed, and never coercive.
Practically, parents and professionals should learn to spot red flags: sessions focused on “fixing” identity, pressure to repent, or interventions led by unregulated groups promising cures. A law will help, but cultural change , informed, compassionate conversations about identity , will be just as important.
It's a small legal step that could make everyday life safer for many LGBT+ people.
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