Best Community Pride Picnic in Cottage Grove: Free, Friendly, Family-Focused
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Shoppers and neighbours are turning out for Cottage Grove’s first-ever Community Pride Picnic, a free, family-friendly celebration of inclusion on Sunday, June 28. Organisers say the event is designed to create safe public space, bring local performers and provide long-term community connections.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Community Pride Picnic, 11am–3pm Sunday, June 28, Coiner Park, 1319 East Main Street, Cottage Grove , free to attend. 
What to bring: Picnic blankets, lawn chairs, food, friends; expect lawn games, face painting and raffle drawings. 
Entertainment: Drag performances, live music, DJ sets and a Pride-themed fashion runway competition , lively and family-friendly. 
Purpose: Built to create inclusive, safe spaces for queer people and allies, with organisers planning this as an ongoing community resource. 
Vibe: Casual, celebratory and community-led, with opportunities to connect and access local support resources.
A small town throws a big, colourful picnic
Cottage Grove’s picnic promises a warm, sunny neighbourhood vibe with a little sparkle , think lawn blankets, local DJs and the kind of easy conversation that comes with shared snacks. According to event organisers, this is the city’s first dedicated Pride picnic, designed to feel safe and welcoming for queer residents and allies. That homegrown energy matters: residents who’ve long sought visible, affirming gatherings now have a public, free option to celebrate together.
Grassroots groups in the region have been expanding Pride events of all sizes, from block parties to larger festivals, and Cottage Grove’s picnic slots neatly into that trend. It’s the sort of event where children can rock-paint and families can wander between a photo booth and a runway show without feeling out of place. If you’re planning to go, pack sunscreen, a folding chair and a sense of curiosity.
Performances, runway and community connection
Expect a lineup that blends performance theatre with the casual joy of a park afternoon. The programme includes drag shows, live bands and DJ sets, plus a Pride-themed fashion runway competition that’s as much about creativity as it is about spectacle. Organisers say these elements are chosen to celebrate queer culture visibly and joyfully, while still keeping things family-friendly.
If you’re coming from further afield, this kind of mixed programme is a good reason to arrive early: set up your spot, watch children’s activities, then settle in for the headline sets. Small-town Pride events often highlight local talent, so you’ll likely hear familiar faces and fresh voices.
Activities for kids, friends and the curious
The picnic mixes festival staples with low-key park fun: face painting, rock painting, lawn games and raffle draws create plenty of easy ways to take part. There are photo booths for keepsakes and community tables where attendees can learn about local support and resources. The tone is intentionally inclusive, so people of all ages and backgrounds can join.
Practical tip: bring cash or a phone for small purchases and raffle tickets, but know admission is free. Wear comfortable shoes and layers , parks can be breezy in the afternoon , and bring reusable plates or cutlery to cut down on waste.
Why organisers say this is the start of something bigger
The Creative Director behind the picnic says this is not a one-off. Organisers have been clear that the picnic is meant to seed a longer-term organisation offering resources and connections for the queer community in South Lane County. That forward-looking aim turns a single day of celebration into a possible hub for ongoing support and visibility.
It’s an encouraging model: start with a joyous, accessible event to build trust, then scale into programmes and services people actually need. For community members, that means the picnic is both a party and a promise.
How to get involved and what to expect on the day
Go with a friend, bring a blanket, and plan to stay a while , the afternoon schedule is built for lingering. Volunteers and local groups will staff activities and information tables, so if you want to help, arrive earlier to connect with organisers. The mood is celebratory but purposeful: expect warm welcomes, opportunities to donate or volunteer, and a crowd that’s there to support visibility and safety.
If you can’t make it, keep an eye on organisers’ channels; small events like this often spread into larger festivals and year-round programmes.
It's a small change that can make every picnic and parade a little safer and a lot more joyful.
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