Best Ballard Regnbue Guide: What to Know Before Friday’s Pride Festival and World Cup Watch Party
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Catch the party spirit , Ballard is lighting up for Regnbue on Friday, June 26, with a free Pride festival, World Cup watch parties, live performances, market stalls and activities for all ages, so plan ahead for street closures, seating and a full day of entertainment.
Essential Takeaways
Free and family-friendly: The festival is open to everyone, with activities, performances and vendor market stalls across downtown Ballard.
World Cup watch parties: Three matches are scheduled on big screens , Norway vs. France (noon), Uruguay vs. Spain (5 p.m.) and Egypt vs. Iran (8 p.m.).
Street closures: Ballard Avenue NW and 22nd Avenue NW will be closed from 6 a.m. Friday until 2 a.m. Saturday; no-parking enforcement starts at 5:30 a.m.
Bring light seating: Guests are encouraged to bring low-profile beach chairs or blankets; the event runs rain or shine and private lots inside the closure are inaccessible.
Entertainment lineup: DJ Summersoft, emcee Sativa The Queen, a drag show, Pride performances and the Norwegian Ladies Chorus feature in a packed schedule.
Street closures and travel tips , get there, get comfy
Expect a festival-foot feel as Ballard Avenue NW and 22nd Avenue NW are closed early Friday, with restrictions lasting into Saturday morning. That means you’ll need to walk in from surrounding streets or use unaffected transit , bus routes reportedly won’t be changed. Don’t count on private lots inside the closure; they’ll be off-limits, and parking enforcement kicks in before dawn. Tip: arrive early if you want a decent spot for the big screens, and bring a low-profile chair or blanket so you don’t block views.
The schedule , three matches, music and a drag show
The day starts with the Norwegian Ladies Chorus and moves quickly into World Cup viewing, with Norway vs. France at noon and later matches at 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. Between kick-offs the festival keeps the energy up with a drag show hosted by Sativa The Queen plus DJ Summersoft spinning tunes throughout. It’s a clever mix: football fans won’t miss a minute, and Pride programming keeps the mood celebratory.
What to expect on-site , market stalls, performances and all-ages fun
Local vendors will be on hand, so expect a market vibe with food, crafts and small businesses showing their colours. Programming is designed for all ages, so families can enjoy daytime performances while evening watch parties cater to the tournament crowd. The event is free but bring cash or card for purchases , local stallholders appreciate it and you’ll want to sample the treats.
Weather, safety and accessibility , rain or shine
The festival goes ahead regardless of weather, so dress in layers and bring a compact waterproof if the forecast looks doubtful. Organisers have planned for a public, open-street environment rather than reserved seating, so if mobility is a concern contact the event team in advance for guidance. Keep an eye on crowd flow near the screens and performance areas; arriving early or later in the afternoon can help you avoid the busiest windows between matches.
Why Ballard Regnbue matters , community, sport and celebration
This festival brings together Pride programming with global football fever , a neat reminder that public celebrations can bridge communities. It’s produced locally by the Ballard Alliance and taps into Ballard’s neighbourhood energy while welcoming visitors. Expect a friendly, loud, colourful afternoon and evening , your neighbours will be there, and your dog (if you bring one) might enjoy the parade of people.
It's a small change in your weekend plans that can make the day feel big , pick a match, grab a spot and enjoy the celebration.
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