Best Pride Month Clapback: Anthony Bowens Shuts Down Trolls and Wins Fans
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Watch Anthony Bowens turn a Pride Month shout‑out into a moment , Wrestler, AEW star and Pride figurehead responds to haters, flips the script, and reminds fans why representation matters. His confident clapbacks and teammate support made the internet take notice.
Essential Takeaways
Viral moment: Anthony Bowens challenged Fightful Wrestling to turn comments on after a Pride post, prompting a flood of replies. 
Confident response: Bowens answered critics with short, sharp comebacks that landed with fans and deflected abuse. 
Pride and pedigree: Bowens, an AEW tag champion with The Acclaimed, has been an outspoken LGBTQ+ figure since coming out in 2017. 
Supportive community: Fans and wrestling accounts rallied quickly, mocking trolls and praising Bowens’ poise. 
Practical note: Public figures can use controlled visibility , like toggling comments , to manage harassment while staying visible.
How one tweet turned into a defining Pride moment
Social media can be loud and ugly, but every so often someone uses it to make a point rather than just take one. Fightful Wrestling posted a Pride image of Anthony Bowens and initially switched comments off to avoid a hate-fuelled thread. Bowens cheekily told them to turn the comments on, saying he wasn’t “afraid of those losers”, and things snowballed from there. You could almost hear the delighted collective gasp from fans , the energy was playful, defiant and oddly uplifting.
Why Bowens’ reaction mattered beyond the joke
This wasn’t only about winning an internet spat. Bowens has a backstory that gives his replies weight: he tried out for WWE, wrestled the independents, came out publicly in 2017 and later embraced the label gay, and went on to make history in AEW. When a public figure who’s navigated rejection and come out on the other side answers a troll, it reads as lived experience, not bravado. It lands differently when you know the person behind the handle.
The community rally , fans, accounts and a little theatre
Once Fightful switched comments back on, the replies were a mix of mockery, support and some classic wrestling banter. Fightful itself joined the exchange with playful lines, and fans flooded the thread with praise , from “end them king” to calls of encouragement. In moments like this you see how sports fandom can flip from toxicity to protective cheerleading almost instantly. It’s a reminder that visibility invites both heat and heart.
Managing online vitriol: a practical look
There’s a practical lesson here for other public figures: toggling comments isn’t cowardice, it’s triage. Turning them off can stop harassment from gaining momentum, while turning them on selectively lets you engage when you’re ready. If you’re a creator or celebrity, consider setting community rules, appointing moderators or timing posts when you can follow responses. And if you choose to reply, short, firm comebacks , like Bowens’ , often do more to deflate trolls than long explanations.
What this means for representation in wrestling
Bowens’ visibility carries symbolic weight for LGBTQ+ fans who rarely see themselves in mainstream wrestling. He’s not just a viral moment; he’s a championship holder, an entertainer and someone who’s helped normalise queer identity in a traditionally macho space. Expect more wrestlers to be candid about identity, and for fans to increasingly defend performers who make themselves visible.
It's a small show of courage that keeps the conversation moving , and a reminder that a sharp wit can be a surprisingly effective shield.
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