Best push yet: African MPs rally for tougher anti-LGBT laws after Accra conference
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Shoppers of political momentum are converging , lawmakers from across Africa met in Accra and approved a hardline "charter" aimed at protecting family values, signalling renewed efforts to introduce stricter anti-LGBT laws in multiple capitals, and raising fresh concern among rights and health advocates.
Essential Takeaways
Wide attendance: Delegates from about 20 countries attended the Accra meeting and most approved a 32-page charter urging national laws to protect "family values." 
Policy aim: The charter calls for withdrawing from treaties and resisting what organisers called foreign "LGBT agenda" influences. 
Health risk: Public-health experts warn such laws can push LGBT people into hiding, making it harder to reach them with HIV prevention and treatment. 
Momentum source: Organisers and some participants explicitly welcomed perceived support from conservative actors abroad, including shifts under the Trump administration. 
What happened in Accra , the headline move and the mood
The conference in Ghana's parliament drew lawmakers and pro-family activists for several days of speeches, presentations and a final declaration that reads like a legislative shopping list. According to reports, 18 of the roughly 20 delegations present approved an "African Charter on Family, Sovereignty and Values", a 32-page document urging national measures to protect cultural values and resist international agreements seen as promoting LGBT rights. The atmosphere was combative and confident, with speakers urging attendees to turn those resolutions into actual bills back home. For many delegates it felt less like a seminar and more like a launchpad for new laws.
Who backed it and where the ideas come from
Organisers described the gathering as an inter-parliamentary push across the continent, with outside speakers from Europe and the United States participating in some sessions. Presenters included conservative campaigners and faith-based advocates who framed bans on so-called "conversion therapy" or sex education as foreign impositions. Several delegates thanked shifts in US politics for opening a friendlier diplomatic environment. That cross-border link has prompted critics to warn about foreign influence reshaping domestic lawmaking , a charge organisers reject as defending local culture.
What the charter actually asks governments to do
The charter goes beyond rhetoric: it recommends withdrawing from international treaties, restricting sex education to abstinence-based programmes, and drafting national laws to "safeguard African culture." Crucially, it urges measures against what it calls promotion of LGBT identities , language similar to recently passed or proposed laws in countries such as Uganda, Senegal and Ghana. Lawmakers at the conference were urged to translate resolutions into "active bills" and budget lines, a practical nudge that could mean draft legislation arriving in several parliaments soon.
Why public-health and rights groups are alarmed
Health experts and civil-society activists stress concrete risks: when same-sex relationships or outreach are criminalised, people at higher risk of HIV and other conditions may avoid clinics and drop out of treatment. Reuters and other outlets have documented reductions in clinic attendance in countries amid legal crackdowns, and local LGBT communities in Ghana say fear and self-censorship are already rising. Rights coalitions have urged leaders to reject punitive laws, warning they undermine public health and expose vulnerable people to harassment.
How this fits a broader regional trend , and what might happen next
The Accra meeting reflects a broader shift in parts of Africa toward tougher restrictions on LGBT people, a move that has accelerated in recent years and gained new energy from transnational conservative networks. Some countries have already criminalised not just same-sex acts but "promotion" of LGBT identities; Ghana's bill criminalising promotion is now awaiting the president's sign-off. Expect more legislative activity and public debate in the coming months as delegates return home with draft ideas and renewed political cover.
What practical steps citizens and lawmakers can take now
If you live in a country where these proposals are under consideration, stay informed: read proposed bills closely, follow parliamentary committee hearings, and talk to local health and human-rights groups about the potential impacts. Lawmakers should weigh evidence from public-health authorities and civil-society stakeholders before approving laws that can impede access to care. Simple civic actions , petitions, constituency meetings and transparent parliamentary scrutiny , can make a difference.
It's a small change in rhetoric that could make a big difference in law , and in people's daily lives.
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