Best Pride Youth Spaces: Why Rainbow Youth Square Matters at Pikes Peak Pride
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Shoppers are turning to family-friendly Pride experiences, and Pikes Peak Pride’s Rainbow Youth Square in Colorado Springs shows why , a bright, alcohol-free hub created for queer youth, with games, Drag Storytime, workshops and links to local mental-health support that makes belonging visible.
Essential Takeaways
Alcohol-free zone: Rainbow Youth Square is a designated, sober area aimed at queer young people and families, offering a calmer festival option.
Hands-on programming: Activities included Drag Storytime, Youth Open Mic, workshops, a Silent Disco and dance troupes , lively but kid-friendly.
Support on site: Organisers connected attendees with local mental-health and community resources, creating practical pathways to help.
Community signal: The square sends an intentional message that younger LGBTQ+ people are welcome, seen and celebrated.
Family focus: Events such as a Family Q&A encouraged conversation, reassurance and intergenerational support.
A visible, sober space makes Pride feel safer
Rainbow Youth Square opened up a quieter, more structured corner of Pikes Peak Pride, and the contrast was tangible , you could feel the difference in the air. According to Pikes Peak Pride’s event information, the square is deliberately alcohol-free to make the festival accessible to children and teens. That matters because many families and young people told organisers they wanted a place where they could be present without adult drinking nearby. If you’ve ever taken a child to a street festival, you’ll recognise how much calmer an alcohol-free zone can feel.
Programme that mixes fun with practical support
The day's line-up reads like a mini festival tailored to young people: Drag Storytime readings, a Silent Disco with Silent Revolution, Youth Open Mic, creative workshops and dance troupes. Pikes Peak Pride’s Youth Square page lists similar offerings as regular features, showing organisers are thinking beyond one-off entertainment. Events like Family Q&A sessions also offered adults a chance to ask questions and find resources, which softens the edges of any awkwardness and turns visibility into practical reassurance.
Why festivals are leaning into youth-focused spaces
Pikes Peak Pride isn’t unique in spotlighting dedicated youth areas; broader festival guides and local calendars show a steady rise in family-friendly Pride programming. VisitCOS and local community listings highlight the festival’s family appeal, and organisers say creating a visible youth presence combats isolation many queer young people face. In short, building belonging at street level helps prevent loneliness and normalises queer childhoods in public spaces.
How organisers link celebration to wellbeing
Beyond glitter and music, organisers deliberately used the square to connect attendees to mental-health and community services. Pikes Peak Pride’s join-us and community pages outline volunteer and support networks that were visible at the event, so families could leave with phone numbers, flyers and next-step options. If you’re bringing a young person to Pride, look for these on-site resources , they’re an invaluable bridge between celebration and sustained support.
Practical tips if you’re attending with kids or teens
Plan for an entry and exit point so younger attendees can take a break when it gets noisy, and check the festival’s event info for scheduled Quiet Hours or family sessions. Bring water and shade , outdoor festivals in Colorado Springs get sunny , and use the Youth Square as a meeting point if you’re in a group. Most importantly, ask staff or volunteers where the resource tent is; organisers often position support services close to family zones for easy access.
It's a small change that can make every Pride experience more welcoming for younger people.
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