Best Pride Travel Destinations for Celebrating Queer Joy This Year
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Shoppers, travellers and revelers are flocking to bold, sun-soaked Pride hotspots , from Puerto Vallarta’s Zona Romántica to San Antonio’s River Walk , because these destinations offer community, colour and events that matter. Here’s where to go, what to expect and how to make the most of Pride travel this season.
Essential Takeaways
Top pick: Puerto Vallarta’s Zona Romántica hosts a lively Pride parade and beach parties over Memorial Day weekend, with clubs, drag events and a warm, welcoming vibe.
Big weekend option: Pensacola Pride runs over Memorial Day weekend and has become a major, family-friendly US celebration with a beach-town energy.
Surprising stop: San Antonio pairs historic charm with a spirited local LGBTQ+ scene centred around the River Walk and neighbourhood gatherings.
What to pack: Think light layers, sun protection, comfortable walking shoes and a small waterproof bag for beach days and parades.
Practical tip: Book accommodation early around major Pride dates and check event pages for accessibility, safety info and ticketed main-stage events.
Why Puerto Vallarta still tops many queer travellers’ lists
Puerto Vallarta’s Zona Romántica has that sun-warmed, colourful feel you picture when you think of a Pride getaway, and it’s built for lingering , sandy feet by day, neon lights by night. According to local event listings, Vallarta Pride usually centres around Memorial Day weekend, with parades, beach club parties and a cluster of bars and hotels that roll out the rainbow carpet. Visitors praise the welcoming energy and the ease of moving between the promenade, the beach and nightlife spots. If you want a safe, festive scene with plenty of options for dining and daytime lounging, this is a reliable pick. For logistics, book hotels early and aim for a place inside Zona Romántica so you can walk to events and minimise taxis.
What makes Puerto Vallarta’s Pride events feel unique
There’s a mix of traditional parade joy and offbeat local flair , think drag-derby obstacle courses and themed pool parties , that keeps things fresh and playful. The Tryst Hotel and several beachfront clubs host headline drag events and dance nights that often sell out, so consider buying tickets ahead. The town’s compact layout and pedestrian-friendly streets make hopping between bars and daytime markets easy, and the scent of sea salt and sunscreen becomes part of the festival soundtrack. Travellers should note that while many events are free, some main-stage shows and beach club days require reservations or cover charges.
Pensacola Pride: the big, breezy Memorial Day alternative
If you’re after a US-based beach Pride that lands the same weekend as Vallarta events, Pensacola has grown into a major draw. Local guides and Pride roundups highlight its family-friendly parade, community booths and a beach-town atmosphere that keeps things casual and sunny. For people who want sand, sea and accessibility to cheaper flights from many US hubs, Pensacola is a practical option that still delivers big emotional payoff. Pack for wind and sun, and scope out shaded viewing spots for parades if you’re bringing a group or small children.
San Antonio: history, community and an unexpectedly lively Pride scene
San Antonio proves a good city-break alternative for Pride travellers who want culture with their celebration. The River Walk and The Alamo are the obvious sightseeing hooks, but local organisers say the real draw is the strong neighbourhood community and indoor–outdoor event mix. Expect smaller-scale parties, queer-friendly bars clustered near downtown, and daytime community fairs that celebrate Latinx heritage and local artists. This is the place to combine tourist staples with quieter, meaningful engagement in local queer spaces. Choose a riverside hotel to be close to both attractions and the neighbourhood gatherings.
How to choose the right Pride trip for you
Decide whether you want full-on festival energy or more intimate community gatherings. Pick Puerto Vallarta for beach parties and a packed nightlife calendar, Pensacola for a breezy US coastal weekend, and San Antonio for a blend of culture and community. Always check official event pages or tourism sites for dates, ticketing and any safety advisories before you travel. Consider travel insurance that covers event cancellations and look into local LGBTQ+ resources on arrival , they’ll point you to must-see drag shows, safer venues and volunteer opportunities. Above all, respect local customs, keep an eye on official guidance about protests or restrictions, and travel with care.
It's a small change in plans that can make your Pride travel feel bigger and kinder , pick the scene that fits how you want to celebrate.
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