Best Pride Rally in Sunderland: Why Lord Michael Cashman Is Joining the Summer of Pride March
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Shoppers and residents are turning out as Lord Michael Cashman joins Sunderland’s Summer of Pride on 27 June, a march and rally designed to deliver visibility, solidarity and hope at a critical moment for LGBTQ+ people across the North East. Expect speeches, a marching band, street performers and a strong community turnout.
Essential Takeaways
Key guest: Lord Michael Cashman CBE, co-founder of Stonewall, will speak at Sunderland’s Summer of Pride, bringing decades of activist experience.
When and where: The march sets off from Park Lane at noon on 27 June; gather from 11.15am and finish at Keel Square.
Community vibe: A marching band, DJ set, street performers and local organisations will create a lively, family-friendly atmosphere.
Why it matters: Organisers say rising negative political rhetoric and cuts to LGBTQ+ funding make public solidarity and visibility urgent.
How to join: Wear Pride colours, bring banners or placards, and invite friends and family to the rally.
A heavyweight voice for a local march
Lord Michael Cashman’s attendance gives Sunderland’s event national resonance, and his voice carries the weight of nearly four decades of campaigning. He co-founded Stonewall in response to Section 28 and is framed as someone who’s seen how rights can be won , and how quickly they can be contested. Expect his remarks to feel firm but hopeful, the sort that remind people why Pride started as protest and still matters.
Local campaigners describe the march as part celebration, part defence. According to organizers, the event is timed to counter what they call increasingly negative political rhetoric and reduced support for LGBTQ+ services. That mix of party and purpose tends to draw a broad crowd , families, long-term activists and younger people for whom Pride is both social and civic.
How the day will look and feel
The plan is straightforward and very public: gather on Park Lane from 11.15am, march along Blandford Street and High Street West, and close with a rally at Keel Square. There’ll be a band to lead the parade, a DJ for atmosphere, and street performers to keep energy high. Organisers emphasise inclusivity , bring children, wear rainbow colours, and make banners if you like.
Practical tip: arrive early if you want a favourite spot at Keel Square, and think about public transport or walking , parking near the city centre can get tricky on event days. Bring water and sun protection; community events can be surprisingly hot affairs when the sun’s out.
Why Pride still operates as protest
Even in places with visible Pride traditions, organisers argue that Pride remains necessary as a show of resistance. Lord Cashman noted that the fight that launched Stonewall in the 1980s is, in some ways, being replayed now as flags are banned in some settings and funding for LGBTQ+ groups tightens. Stonewall’s recent commentary echoes that view: the roll-back of rights makes Pride both celebration and defence.
Local leaders are picking up the same thread. OUT North East’s head explained that many people feel uncertain about the future and the tone of public debate, so visibility isn’t optional , it’s essential. For residents this translates into a march that’s intended to be proud, vocal and unmissable.
A civic moment for Sunderland
This Summer of Pride is part of a wider programme across the North East, with events in neighbouring boroughs and civic landmarks participating. Sunderland City Council has previously lit up local landmarks for Pride events, signalling formal recognition alongside grassroots activism. That union of civic visibility and community energy gives the day both legitimate civic weight and street-level joy.
MPs and the North East Mayor are also attending, which helps frame the march as a message to politicians as well as an opportunity for celebration. Politicians who join public Pride moments send signals about safety and inclusion, and organisers say that matters when the national climate feels hostile.
What to bring and how to take part
If you want to show support, organisers encourage Pride colours, banners and placards with positive messaging. Families are welcome and community stalls will be present, so it’s a good chance to meet local groups and find out about volunteer or support opportunities. If you’re coming to listen, expect speeches, community voices and music; if you’re coming to march, keep banners legible and respectful to make your message clear.
One simple piece of advice: be mindful of those who are there for support rather than spectacle. Pride’s dual role as party and protest means kindness and attention matter as much as enthusiasm.
It's a small change that can make every march feel safer and more meaningful.
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