Best Pride Market in Copper Country: Where Queer Makers Shine on June 28

[image: ]
Shoppers are flocking to the Copper Country’s Pride Market, a lively pop-up of queer-made goods inside Houghton’s Orpheum Theatre on June 28, where 20 LGBTQIA+ artists will sell soap, jewellery, plants, garments and more , a small celebration that matters to makers and neighbours alike.
Essential Takeaways
What: A one-day Pride Market showcasing 20 LGBTQIA+ artists and makers. 
When and where: June 28, 1–6 p.m., inside the Orpheum Theatre in Houghton. 
Organisers: Gary Kotila, Sophie Hansen and Whimsiqueer Event Collective teamed up to run this year’s event. 
Vibe: Artisan, community-focused, and accessible , expect handcrafted soaps, plant starters, jewellery and garments that feel personal. 
Support: Black Ice Comics is the event sponsor, helping the market grow from earlier pop-ups.
A bright, handmade celebration for local queer creatives
The clearest thing about the Pride Market is how tactile it feels , the soft weight of a hand-poured soap bar, the cool click of a silver clasp, the quiet green of a baby succulent. Organisers say the event is built to let queer makers present work that’s both carefully made and proudly visible. That mix of craft and community is exactly what drew the teams behind the market to expand it this year.
The market’s roots stretch back to a 2021 gathering at the Rozsa Center and returned as pop-ups in 2024, so this year’s indoor Orpheum setting feels like the next logical step. For shoppers, that means a more curated layout, better foot traffic and a chance to linger comfortably with a coffee and a conversation.
Why this matters for makers and buyers alike
According to the organisers, the market gives queer makers a space where identity and craft can be celebrated together rather than separated. That’s huge in a small community: visibility here doesn’t just sell goods, it builds relationships and networks that last beyond one Saturday.
If you’re wondering what to expect, think artisan soaps with gentle scents, handmade jewellery that carries a story, small-batch garments and plant starters ready to thrive on a windowsill. For anyone who loves to buy with meaning, this is the kind of market where your purchase supports both an artist’s practice and a community’s ongoing visibility.
Practical tips for attending and shopping
Arrive between 1pm and 3pm if you want the calm browsing window; later in the afternoon tends to feel busier as people pick up last-minute gifts. Bring cash for small vendors , many will also accept cards, but a few prefer cash for quick purchases. If you’re buying plants, bring a tote or a small box to keep them upright on the walk home.
Looking to find something specific? Ask makers about commissions , many artists use markets like this to expand their client lists. And if you want to show support without buying, a kind note, a social follow or a share on social media goes a long way.
The market in the wider Pride calendar
This event slots neatly into the region’s growing Pride calendar and mirrors similar queer-focused markets in larger cities that emphasize both commerce and community. Sponsorship from local businesses such as Black Ice Comics highlights how small enterprises are stepping up to support queer culture locally.
Organisers say they hope the market continues to grow while keeping its intimate feel , the kind of neighbourhood event where the seller recognises your face the next time they see you. It’s a model that’s worked elsewhere and feels especially welcome in Copper Country.
A small event with a big heart
Whether you’re hunting for a unique gift, wanting to back local queer entrepreneurs, or simply curious to soak up a friendly Saturday afternoon, the Pride Market offers a warm, sensory way to connect. Expect handcrafted goods, easy conversations and the kind of community energy that makes small towns feel alive.
It’s a small change that can make every purchase mean more.
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