Best New Distillery in Sharpsburg: Love, Katie Distilling’s Local Charm
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Shoppers and sippers are discovering Love, Katie Distilling in Sharpsburg , a gay-, woman-owned distillery and cocktail lounge where small-batch vodka, gin and a coffee liqueur are made on-site, and Pride-forward events, inventive cocktails and cosy monochrome decor make it worth the trip.
Essential Takeaways
Local craft spirits: Love, Katie distils vodka, gin and coffee liqueur in-house with a small team, producing housemade flavours that taste fresh and balanced. 
Distinctive ownership: The business is owned by Katie Sirianni, a gay woman, and is one of the first and only LGBTQ+- and woman-owned distilleries in Pennsylvania. 
Menu depth: The lounge serves 31 cocktails plus mocktails, local beers and three sampler flights; signature drinks highlight the house gin and vodka. 
Pride and personality: The distillery launches annual Pride bottles and hosts month-long Pride events and themed cocktails with bold, colourful flavour profiles. 
Atmosphere: The space pairs a monochrome, vintage-inspired interior with bright patio art and a warm, elevated vibe ideal for date nights.
A small still with big heart , what you’ll taste first
Step inside and your first impression is the bar: sleek, slightly retro, with a cosy, elevated feel and the faint scent of botanicals from the still. Katie Sirianni and a four-person team distil in the tight 12-by-12 backroom, producing a gin that’s earned local praise for its smooth, approachable profile. According to local coverage, the gin ranked among the top three in a regional tasting, which explains why bartenders push it in signature cocktails. If you’re not a gin person, try the Love, Jen , bartenders say it converts sceptics with its elderflower lift and rosemary note.
Why the ownership matters , representation with a message
Sirianni opened the Sharpsburg site on International Pride Day, a deliberate nod to the brand’s message that “love is love.” It’s notable because LGBTQ+ and women distillers remain rare globally, and Love, Katie is among the first in Pennsylvania to wear both badges. Local reports and TV segments have highlighted that symbolic role, and Sirianni herself frames the distillery as a love letter , to her partner and to anyone who walks through the door. That intentionality shows up in the product copy and the rainbow bottles released each year.
Pride, parties and palettes , events that keep people coming back
The distillery programmes events through June and beyond, from cookie-decorating classes to burlesque nights and a Pride Fest for the brand’s anniversary. Drinks also get playful treatment: nine Pride-themed specials mimic the rainbow with cocktails like Red Petals (strawberry-rose and gin) and Blue Collar Lemonade (whiskey with limoncello and blue curaçao). If you’re planning a visit during Pride, expect colourful sips and a celebratory energy; if not, the calendar still offers rotating events and a steady stream of themed nights.
Design and drinkcraft , vintage looks with modern technique
Inside, Love, Katie balances a monochrome aesthetic and crystal chandeliers with classic black-and-white TV clips and old-soul touches. The contrast of the subdued interior with the bright patio art creates a dual personality: refined indoors, joyful outdoors. The cocktails are made from house spirits and handcrafted syrups, so they feel thoughtful rather than gimmicky. For visitors, a practical tip: ask for a sampler flight to find a favourite before committing to a full cocktail.
What to know before you go , the essentials for first-time visitors
Plan ahead for events , popular nights fill up , and check the website for ticketed Pride programming. If you have strong spirit preferences, sample the house gin first; many guests report it’s remarkably smooth and a good gateway gin. The menu’s breadth means you can bring someone who wants a mocktail or a local beer. Finally, take a moment on the patio to enjoy the colourful art; it’s a nice counterpoint to the quiet, nostalgic interior.
It’s a small change with a big spirit: find a date, raise a glass, and let a local distillery remind you why people still love gathering for a good drink.
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