Best Explainers: Why Pinellas County Declared Faith and Family Month Instead of a Pride Proclamation
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Shoppers are noticing a local political pivot: Pinellas County commissioners signed a Faith and Family Month proclamation for June 2026 while skipping a formal Pride Month proclamation, a move that’s drawing questions about inclusion, intent and how local government acknowledges community celebrations.
Essential Takeaways
What happened: Pinellas commissioners formally signed a proclamation designating June as Faith and Family Month, modelled on similar proclamations elsewhere.
Commissioner’s intent: Chris Latvala says the move wasn’t meant to slight LGBTQ+ residents and that the proclamation is broad and nonsectarian.
No Pride presentation: The county did not hold a formal presentation for a Pride proclamation this year; Latvala called it “just a sheet of paper.”
Local context: St. Petersburg hosts one of the country’s largest Pride celebrations, so the absence of a county proclamation prompted attention.
Practical note: Latvala says county operations will comply with state law on DEI and that community events and parades remain permitted.
What the proclamation actually says and feels like
Pinellas County’s June proclamation encourages churches, faith groups, businesses and community organisations to host service days, youth activities and events aimed at “strengthening families.” Read aloud, it has a civic, community-service tone , the kind of language that evokes volunteer projects and family-focused programming. The document stresses shared values, compassion and mutual support as ways to build a “healthier, safer, and more productive” county.
Backstory: Commissioner Chris Latvala told reporters he modelled the text on proclamations issued by other local officials and the state. He emphasised it’s not tied to one faith and that signing was meant as a general recognition rather than a political swipe.
Why people noticed: Pride history and local culture
Pinellas has previously recognised Pride Month, and St. Petersburg stages one of the region’s biggest Pride celebrations, so skipping a county-level Pride proclamation stood out. That contrast is what prompted local media coverage and community reaction, because symbolic recognition from local government matters to many residents.
Trend context: Across the state, municipalities have been navigating how to mark cultural and identity-driven observances amid shifting politics. For residents, a proclamation can feel like official acknowledgement; for officials, it can feel like a political decision. If you’re wondering why this matters, think of proclamations as civic nods that carry social weight even when they don’t change policy.
What Latvala says and how he frames the decision
Latvala insists the Faith and Family proclamation wasn’t intended as counterprogramming to Pride Month and said he declined a later suggestion to add a Pride proclamation. He framed the omission as nonrestrictive: parades, demonstrations and celebrations are still allowed and county actions aren’t rescinding anyone’s rights.
He also pointed to other governments , including the state and nearby counties , that have issued similar recognitions. And he repeatedly offered to meet with residents who disagree, noting he represents constituents from “all walks of life.” That conciliatory language matters in politics, but critics will still read the absence of a Pride proclamation as symbolic.
The legal and policy backdrop you should know
Latvala was clear the proclamation decision wasn’t driven by the state’s recent laws targeting diversity, equity and inclusion programmes, though commissioners have discussed state rules when it comes to county funding and operations. He said Pinellas intends to comply with state law, but the proclamation itself is separate.
Practical implication: For residents wondering about services and programming, the bottom line is that county programmes will follow state requirements, and civic events , including Pride parades , remain permitted. The debate here is largely about recognition rather than policy change.
How locals and leaders might respond , what to watch next
Expect local organisations and activists to keep pushing for formal recognition if they feel excluded, and for community groups to continue staging their own events regardless of county proclamations. Officials who want to bridge divides will likely lean on meetings, listening sessions and practical collaborations , community service days, youth activities and interfaith events are easy places to start.
If you care about seeing your community acknowledged, reach out to your commissioner, attend public meetings and ask for a statement or event that includes your group. Symbolic gestures matter to people's sense of belonging, and officials often respond when asked directly.
It's a small change that can make public recognition feel more inclusive , and worth discussing in person.
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